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Presidents Corner;  Looking forward to seeing everyone at the May convention (4/29-5/1).  I see by the standings that we finally have the Ventresca’s where they belong.
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I GOT THE PACKAGE!!!
I switched over from cable TV to Direct TV.  After trying not to watch TV because nothing was on it was a no-brainer to get the MLB Package after switching to satelite.  As it turns out there's not much on the MLB Package worth watching either as far as the Champions are concerned at least to start off the 2005 campaign.  Kirk Saarloos was the only uncarded Champ and if his first start is any indication he might bring back memories of Roy Halladay & Vicente Padilla.  Both Halladay & Padilla turned their careers on when the were not protected by the Champs when they were uncarded.  Saarloos was drafted along with Bret Myers & Jake Peavy and it was thought the Champs wouldn't have to worry about the rotation for years to come.  It was thought the Champions might have drafted three Greg Madduxes (or is it Maddi?).  Peavy was traded to the Hitmen in exchange for Mike Lowell and promptly turned his C into an A.  While Myers stayed with the Champs and turned his C into a D.  Saarloos had bone chips removed from his elbow and might now be ready to capture the promise he had coming out of Cal State Fullerton.  I knew Mark Buehrle was going to have another great year.  He is a fantastic pitcher!  Going to the Cell to see the Sox opener it was not surprising to see Buehrle dominate the Tribe.  So today I settled in to watch Zack Greinke pitch against the Tigers.  After watching Greinke get through the first two innings against Detroit without allowing a run I decided I could sneak in a quick shit, shower, & shave and get back to Zack's masterpiece.  But when I returned to the game I realized it was Nate Field who escaped from a third inning jam for the Royals.  Zack Greinke was removed from the game after being hit by a line drive.  This, after Jose Castillo left yesterday's Pirate game after straining his oblique muscle.  While researching stories about mishaps of Champs so far this year I noticed Justin Morneau left last night's Twins game after getting hit in the head with a pitch.  Other "good news" includes B.J. Upton being farmed out by the Tampa Bay Devil Rays, Grady Sizemore being beaten out by Juan Gonzalez (but he was recalled before he was farmed out when Gonzalez pulled a hamstring), AROD made an error which lead to a Red Sox explosion and a Yankee defeat, & it looks like Lance Berkman will be out a week longer than originally thought.  I've included some of the stories that have appeared thus far this season regarding some Chicago Champion players.  If you're a Champion hater be prepared for some interesting reading, but please keep the snickering down to a low roar.
HOUSTON -- Lance Berkman, a three-time All-Star and the Houston Astros' Most Valuable Player in 2004, received one of the loudest ovations during the Opening Day pregame ceremonies at Minute Maid Park on Tuesday. But Astros fans are going to have to wait a little longer before they see Berkman make a return to the field.  April 12 will mark five months since Berkman had surgery on his right knee, and at that time, Astros team doctors will evaluate Berkman's status and decide when he will begin a minor league rehab assignment.  "The knee will let us know when that's going to happen," Berkman said. "Right now, I can say I won't be going out on a rehab assignment in the next few days. On April 12, there will be an evaluation, and we'll just see from there. I've still got a week before then. A week can make a big difference in your rehab."  Berkman has been on or ahead of schedule throughout his rehab period, and if there's one good thing that has come out of the flag football injury that tore his ACL last fall, it's that he's probably in the best shape of his career.  "I'm doing everything but running in the outfield and running the bases," he said. "I can hit, I've been throwing, consistently lifting weights and running in the pool, so I can get some motion back in there. The next step is doing full speed, chasing the fly ball and being able to run the bases."

ST. PETERSBURG -- Athlete. That's the first thought popping into anybody's mind upon first glance at B.J. Upton.  The Devil Rays' "shortstop of the future" will begin the season at Triple-A Durham with the expressed desire of the Devil Rays -- and Upton -- to discover if indeed he will continue to be earmarked "shortstop of the future."  "I want to stay at shortstop because that's where I've always played," Upton said. "I mean, if they feel like it's better for me to go somewhere else to help the team, that's what I've got to do, I won't have a choice. But yeah, in the end I'd like to be a shortstop."  Devil Rays fans got their first look at Upton during the 2004 season and the results were predictable for a young player. He would be dazzling one moment, making a play befitting of Omar Vizquel, then botch a routine play the next time the ball came his way.  At the plate, Upton batted .258 with four home runs and 12 RBIs in 45 games, showing enough promise to have some speculate that he could be moved to a more offensive-minded position.  But, again, shortstop is the place where Upton would be most valuable.  "Yeah. No question," said Devil Rays general manager Chuck LaMar when asked if the organization wanted to give Upton every chance to play shortstop. "His time up in the Major Leagues last year was very valuable. He got a chance to see not only that he could play in the Major Leagues and be a successful Major Leaguer, but also that he still has work to do, offensively and especially defensively.  "We're sending him down to Triple-A to prove to himself and prove to us he's an everyday Major League shortstop. He's going to be an everyday Major League player in some role, and I think an All-Star caliber player. However, he has got to prove he can play defensively at shortstop at the Major League level."  LaMar sees some similarities between Upton and Chipper Jones, who came to the Major Leagues as a shortstop when LaMar was the assistant general manager for the Atlanta Braves.  "Chipper ended up going to third base, obviously," LaMar said. "But he had a knee injury that sort of speeded that up. There are some similarities. You have two outstanding baseball players in which their bats were ahead of their defensive abilities, and it's a demanding position, Major League shortstop. First and foremost, you've got to be able to catch the ball.  "B.J. wants to play shortstop. That doesn't mean he will in the future, but he wants to play shortstop and we've got to give him every opportunity to do that."  Getting a taste of the Major Leagues made Upton want more.  "Yeah, I loved it," said Upton in regards to his experience at the game's highest level. "That's where everybody wants to be. It was just a process of getting my feet wet, figuring out what I had to do. Now I just have to do it."  Upton believes his end goal of sticking with the big club will be determined by his becoming more consistent.  "Catching the easy balls," Upton said, when asked what he needs to work on. "I feel like I can swing the bat well up there, but the biggest thing for me right now is to be consistent in the field."  Everything seemed to be moving at warp speed during Upton's 2004 stint in The Show.  "I think every level you move up, the game gets quicker," Upton said. "Pitching is smarter, everyone is smarter. You just have to adjust."  In addition to becoming a permanent fixture at the Major League level, Upton likes the idea of being a teammate with the likes of Carl Crawford, Rocco Baldelli, Delmon Young, and Aubrey Huff.  "I think we're all here and in this together," Upton said. "We're all learning and we're all trying to help each other out. There's no pressure, we just go out and play our game and try to put it all together.  "The young corps we have here -- we're definitely going to be a team to look out for in the [American League] East. We might not have the highest payroll, but we've got some guys here who are going to do well."  Devil Rays manager Lou Piniella likes what he's seen of Upton.  "He's a talented young kid," Piniella said. "He's worked hard here in Tampa. To me, he's shown improvement.  "He's one of the young kids around here that I've been talking about. It'll all come together for them soon."

TUCSON, Ariz. -- Prior to today's spring training finale vs. Colorado, the Chicago White Sox outrighted catcher Ben Davis to Class AAA Charlotte.  

CHICAGO -- Mark Buehrle was in a hurry on opening day.  Working quickly, throwing strikes and letting his fielders get involved, Chicago's lefty was in rare form.  "We have a good defense, so let them put the ball in play," Buehrle said Monday after pitching the White Sox past the Cleveland Indians, 1-0.  Buehrle retired the first 12 batters and allowed just two hits in eight innings. The first White Sox season opener at home in 15 years took just one hour and 51 minutes to play.  "Buehrle was as good as I've ever seen him," Cleveland manager Eric Wedge said.  Wedge's starter, Jake Westbrook, wasn't bad either, giving up just four hits in eight innings and getting the first complete game of the season.  "You got to match him pitch-for pitch," Westbrook said. "It's tough to go out and continue to put up zeros. He one-upped me today."  Playing its first season opener at home since the final year of old Comiskey Park in 1990, Chicago finally broke the scoreless duel in the seventh, thanks to an error by Indians shortstop Jhonny Peralta.  Paul Konerko doubled down the left-field line, moved to third on Jermaine Dye's fly to right and scored as Peralta misplayed Aaron Rowand's one-out grounder. Peralta was the first player other than Omar Vizquel to start for the Indians at shortstop since 1993.  "If the guy throws the ball, I'm going to be out probably," said Konerko, a slow runner.

"He started to run and I started to go into the ball. I couldn't catch the ball," Peralta said. "It was a little bit tough. It played hard off the field."  Shingo Takatsu pitched a perfect ninth for the save.  Buehrle hurt his foot shagging flies on March 20 and had to skip a spring training start before making a quick recovery. He has started four straight openers for the White Sox.  "He's unbelievable. I know his foot is bothering him," Konerko said.  "It wasn't that big of a deal," Buehrle said. "I missed one (spring training) start. I felt strong out there."  The AL leader in innings pitched last season, he didn't allow a runner until Victor Martinez led off the fifth with a single to center on a 3-2 pitch, the ball shooting through Buehrle's legs. Martinez was then erased in a double play.  Buehrle allowed only two other runners: Coco Crisp singled in the seventh and Travis Hafner walked before the White Sox turned another double play.  Last July at Jacobs Field, Buehrle retired his first 19 batters before giving up a single to Vizquel, and faced the minimum 27 batters in the two-hit shutout.

PITTSBURGH — The Pittsburgh Pirates placed second baseman Jose Castillo on the 15-day disabled list Thursday with a strained oblique in his left side and recalled outfielder Chris Duffy from Triple-A Indianapolis. Duffy was one of the Pirates' final cuts during spring training, batting .339 with one homer and 13 RBI, but has never played above Double-A. Castillo was hurt swinging at a pitch by Milwaukee's Doug Davis in the second inning of the Pirates' 10-2 loss Wednesday.

BALTIMORE -- After flying all day Tuesday to get to the park in time to take the place of No. 2 starter Rich Harden, Kirk Saarloos flew through the heavy-hitting Orioles lineup Wednesday as if he were a front-of-the-rotation hurler himself.  Slated to be Oakland's No. 5 man this season, Saarloos allowed one hit over six shutout innings, and rookie Nick Swisher homered twice as the A's cruised to a 9-0 victory at Camden Yards.  "Kirk went out and pitched his butt off," said Swisher, who finished with three hits and three RBIs to pace Oakland's 12-hit attack. "He was awesome."  Originally scheduled to make his first start of the year Sunday, Saarloos (1-0), a non-roster invitee to Spring Training, retired the first eight batters he faced and the last eight batters he faced. He walked one and hit two, though, so when he took a look at the scoreboard after being lifted at the 80-pitch mark and realized he'd allowed but one hit, he did a double-take.  "It felt like there were a lot more hits," Saarloos said. "There were definitely some scoring opportunities for them."  The O's had their best opportunities in the fourth inning, when they had two men on with one out. But second baseman Keith Ginter saved a run with a diving stop of a grounder in the hole off the bat of Javy Lopez, and left fielder Charles Thomas saved another run or two when he tracked down and snared a deep fly into the gap by Jay Gibbons.

"When he hit it, I though it was a double, for sure," Saarloos said. "But he ran it down, and I felt like that was a big turnaround."  Saarloos also stranded two runners in the second inning, but his only other real scare came when Sammy Sosa slammed a drive deep to center with two out in the sixth. Sosa did his signature home-run hop at the plate, but center fielder Mark Kotsay drifted back and caught it on the warning track.  "Usually when Sammy does his hop, it means he got you, and he did his hop," said Saarloos, who faced Sosa in the National League as a member of the Astros. "My heart was kind of in my throat for a second."  In Saarloos' heart, and represented on his left wrist, was his mother, Linda, who had a double mastectomy during Spring Training. Saarloos was told during his last spring start that he wouldn't be able wear his pink breast cancer awareness bracelet during the regular season, but it wasn't a problem Wednesday.  "I was kind of surprised," Saarloos said. "I'll continue to wear it until someone tells me to take it off."  A's manager Ken Macha could relate. He spent Tuesday in the Pittsburgh area with his ailing mother.  "Everybody's got a personal side to their life, but you still have to go out and perform," Macha said. "So my hat's off to him. He was outstanding tonight."  Swisher did most of his damage late in the game, pumping a solo homer in the seventh and a two-run shot to cap the scoring in the ninth, but the game was essentially decided in the second. The A's, who were shut out in their season opener Monday, exploded for five runs against Baltimore starter Daniel Cabrera (0-1).  Kotsay's run-scoring groundout got things started, and after a two-run single by Jason Kendall with two out, Eric Chavez lined a two-run opposite-field homer to left.  "We made a couple of nice plays to help Kirk out, and we got some big two-out hits," Macha said. "That's the key to winning games."  Sosa was a key figure in another of the game's many memorable moments, stepping into the box with two on and two out to face A's rookie reliever Huston Street, who was making his much-anticipated debut in the eighth inning.  Sosa waved at a breaking ball to end the frame.  "I really wasn't as nervous as I thought I'd be," Street said. "It was fun. It really was." 
NEW YORK -- As the ball came off Manny Ramirez's bat, Alex Rodriguez knew he had a decision to make.  The initial thought for the third baseman was to throw to Tony Womack at second, trying to start a game-ending double play.

Then he bobbled the ball, ending that opportunity.  Now, A-Rod knew he could pick up the ball and fire home, where Bill Mueller would be forced out for the second out of the inning, leaving the Yankees one run ahead of the Red Sox and just one Mariano Rivera out away from a season-opening sweep of the defending World Series champions.  Then he bobbled the ball again, allowing Mueller to score the tying run.  "You think of every scenario based on how the ball is hit to you," Rodriguez said after the Yankees' 7-3 loss to the Red Sox. "You have an idea of what you'll do with each ball, but that one was in-between the line of, 'Should I go home or to second?' It wasn't quite soft, wasn't quite a rocket. I probably just overthought it."  "We certainly had a chance to turn two," said pitching coach Mel Stottlemyre. "I was shocked, like everybody else, when he didn't field the ball. But the ball does funny things sometimes."  Of course, Rodriguez can't be blamed for the bases being loaded to begin with, nor can he be blamed for the four runs that scored following that play. That didn't make it any easier for him to handle after the game was finished, as the Yankees missed an opportunity to sweep their rivals from the north.  "I had a pretty good feeling Manny was going to hit the ball to me, because he had just stung one to me the prior at-bat," said Rodriguez. "The way we pitched him, I had a feeling the ball was coming my way. I just screwed it up. I didn't do a good job."  When the inning was over, Rodriguez sought out Luis Sojo to ask him about the play. Sojo, who helped Rodriguez make the transition from shortstop to third base last season, said that he should have tried to field the ball with only his glove hand instead of using both hands as he did.  "You live and learn," Rodriguez said. "It's horrible timing to be learning, but you learn and you move forward. We'll be back on Friday. It doesn't change the way I think about this team."  Rodriguez and the Yankees will have their next shot at the Red Sox next week, as the two teams play three games at Fenway Park. Although they missed out on the sweep, Rodriguez can take solace in the fact that his team came out of the first series with the upper hand.  "You can't really focus on the negatives," A-Rod said. "The last few days, we had a lot of positives, so we'll take the negative and learn from it. You move on. Mo's going to be fine. I'm going to be fine. We're all going to be fine."

SEATTLE -- Twins first baseman Justin Morneau was taken to a local hospital Wednesday after being hit in the head by a pitch in the eighth inning of Minnesota's game against the Mariners at Safeco Field.  Morneau underwent a CAT scan test, which came back negative for a concussion or fracture.  

"Everything turned out all right," Morneau said after returning from the hosptial. The club delayed its trip out of town briefly so the 23-year-old could join them after being cleared to fly.  Morneau was hurt while facing Seattle lefty reliever Ron Villone with one out and a runner on first in the top of the eighth. As the 0-2 fastball came up and in, he tried to get out of the way, but was struck hard in the right side of the helmet. The sound was audible in the ballpark.  "Unfortunately, things get away like that and it happens," Villone said. "I was in a good situation in a good count, and it just got away."  After collapsing to the ground, Morneau spent several moments face down before receiving medical assistance from Twins trainers. But he was immediately reponsive.  Concerned, Twins manager Ron Gardenhire rushed to home plate after Morneau went down.  "You can get a pretty good feel when you're talking to him and they're talking to him and they ask where he was at," Gardenhire said. "He said, 'I'm on the ground at home plate in Seattle.' I thought he might be OK. I've been hit in the head before and I didn't have those kind of answers that he did today. I thought either he was way smarter than me or that he was OK."  "I wasn't dizzy or anything, so that's good," Morneau said. "I've had a few concussions before. I've been kicked in the back of the head with a hockey skate once."  

Besides going 1-for-3 with a run scored in the 4-1 win over the Mariners, Morneau had a large red welt near the temple of his head to show for his day. Once they knew he was OK, teammates did not hold back with the jokes.

"Once I saw he had a little smile on his face, I told him to quit hogging the TV time," said designated hitter Matthew LeCroy, who was on deck behind Morneau at the time. "Hopefully, he's OK. He's a big part of our team."

"You look like you've got another head," closer Joe Nathan joked after Morneau returned. "Your brains are coming out."  "I hope not," Morneau responded.  But bad luck seems to have bitten Morneau plenty since late last season. In August, he was hit in the hand with a fastball from Cleveland lefty C.C. Sabathia. Although diagnosed with a bad bruise, he was sore the rest of the season.  "You start wondering if the ball is chasing him around a little bit," Gardenhire said.  In the offseason, Morneau battled several ailments -- including appendicitis and pneumonia.  It was not clear if Morneau would miss any playing time. But this much was known.  "[Doctors] said I'll have a pretty good headache," Morneau said.  "Hopefully, he'll get up and come back and be ready in a couple of days to play baseball," Gardenhire said.

DETROIT -- Royals right-hander Zack Greinke was removed from Thursday's game after being struck by a line drive.  Greinke was struck in the right forearm by Carlos Guillen's shot through the middle in the Tigers' third inning.  The ball bounced off Greinke toward third base for a single. He tried a couple of practice throws, then was taken out of the game.  Making his first start of the season, Greinke had pitched two scoreless innings and had one out in the third when he was struck.  Guillen's single was the fourth hit against Greinke. He was relieved by right-hander Nate Field. 

Aurora Gamblers

The Gamblers took the bus ride to the Northside this month to square off against the Hitmen.  We didn’t know what to expect this series coming off of our worst start ever.  The Hitmen on the other hand still looked pretty strong on paper but got out of the gate relatively slow for them at .500.

The series started out in the usual fashion for this season.  The Gamblers trailing in games one and two before they even came to bat.  The Hitmen went on to win both of those games as the Aurora offense continued to sputter.  In game 3 the Gamblers batted in the bottom of the 1st not trailing!  In the second a ground out by Greg Zaun scored Craig Wilson to give the Gamblers their first lead of the series.  Eric Chavez hit into a double play in the 6th as Jason Bay scored.  This proved to be the game winner as rookie Nate Robertson limited the Hitmen to a single run - a solo homer to Angel Berroa in the 7th.  In game 4, the pitching match-up was a flash back to days past as Pedro Martinez faced off against Kevin Brown.  The Gamblers scored 3 times in the bottom of the 1st.  Larry Walker doubled and scored on Frank Thomas’ double.  And Thomas scored on a Craig Wilson bomb.  This was the scoring for the day.  Brownie looked like his old self going the distance to gain his first victory with a complete game 2-hit shutout.  In game 3 the offensive woes continued for both teams as Jake Peavey bested C.C. Sabathia 3-2.  The Hitmen took 3 of 5 at beautiful Old Style stadium located on the east side of Aurora.  The series now moved to the fabled Hitmen Stadium.  Craig Wilson homered in the 2nd to get the Gamblers on the board.  This was the 3rd straight game that Wilson had homered.  And he wasn’t finished.  He cranked out two more before the day was over and led the Gamblers on an 18 hit attack as the offense woke up and pounded the Hitmen 16-3.  Brandon Webb was on his game as well bidding for his 3rd career no-no.  With two out in the 8th Raul Mondesi’s pinch-hit double broke up Webb’s bid to tie Kevin Brown’s club record 3 no-hitters.  The Gamblers didn’t rest on their laurels of game 6.  The came out aggressive once again in game 7 as Wilson homered in his 4th straight game.  The Gamblers once again pounded out 18 hits and 16 runs and Dontrelle Willis and Kirk Rueter combined to shutout the Hitmen.  In Game 8 it was Eric Chavez’ turn to lead the Gambler offense.  His two run shot in the second and his grand slam in the 3rd led the way to an 11-4 Aurora win in game 8 and a 5-3 series lead.  Rookie Nate Robertson won his second game of the series.  But all good things must come to an end sooner or later.  In game 9 Sabathia, Scott Sullivan and Akinori Otsuka held the Hitmen to just 3 hits and one run.  But that was not enough as Peavey was masterful.  He fanned 11 Gamblers in tossing a no-hitter.  He walked 5 men and hit a batter but the Gamblers never came close to hitting him all day.

So the series ended up 5-4 Gamblers.  This was probably the worst hitting series I’ve ever seen the Hitmen have against us and they still managed to win 4 games.  Over the long haul they’ll be fine.  Once they have Bonds and Delgado in the lineup full time they will be the team to beat.

See everybody in a few weeks!

Later,

Todd

Upperdeckers

Don came over on Sunday morning to beat us 5-4.  Escobar pitched 22 scoreless innings in his two starts and Perez won both of his starts.  That leaves Trachsel and Zito losing four games in their four starts.  Andy Pettitte injured his elbow in the 3rd inning of game 5 and doctors say he will miss the remainder of the Illowa season.  We are activating Mike Mussina from the DL to replace Pettitte in the rotation.  I want to thank Tom for all of his hard work that he puts into our Great Website.  See everyone at the convention.

Bambie vs T-Chix

Bambie 48 runs

T-Chix   24 runs  (15 runs in 2 games)

Bambie   11 home runs

T-Chix   4 home runs (3 in one game)

Buehrle pitched a one-hit ShO

Halama pitched a two-hit ShO

Buehrle 2-0 0.90 era  20 IP  19 k’s

Halama 2-0  0.00 era  1 victory in relief

Juan Rincon picked up 4 saves in 7 innings of work allowing only one unearned run.

Nomar batted .459 going 17-37 with 8 runs scored and 7 rbi

Tex hit .333 going 12-36  9 runs, 10 rbi and a grand slam

Little Louie .324 11-34 5 runs 6 rbi

Bambie team era 2.49

I’ve never seen Tom roll that cold for so long.  

MOLLY PUTTS MARAUDERS FOR APRIL:

            APRIL PLAY: Molly Putts played the Illowa League equivalent of a double header, playing a 9 game series against each Bunch. 


The Marauders took on the Illowa League Champion UpperDeckers. Molly Putts Marauders won 5 games, moving to 25-14. Moline UpperDeckers won 4 games, now 18-21. Escobar 2 shutouts, 22 innings of shutout pitching. MPM 47 runs, U-D's 31 runs. 2 one-run games and 1 two-run game. Marc won all 3. Marc hit 9 homers, DonS hit 8. Six A* pitchers between the two teams pitched a total of only 9 1/3 innings, due to lack of close games. Andy Pettitte suffered an apparent season-ending injury, an important loss for the UpperDeckers.

The series against the Bombers was the biggest against this team in the 9 years that I’ve been back. BUT, as it turned out, this BIG series was TOO BIG for the Marauders. Mike Bunch and the Green Rock Bombers bombed Molly Putts. He out-scored me, 51-38, and out-homered me, 13-7. The Bombers won the series, 5-4. It would have been worse, except that he gave me 5 unearned runs in one game and I cashed the hated "Pitcher hits a Three-Run Homer" (Mike Hampton, in this case) for another success. ICHIRO had 15 hits in 38 AB’s and stole 5 bases. He also had FOUR outfield assists in the series (MOB thought I talked about this a bit too much) and stole home. Calm series on the “over-competitive front,” as there was only one HBP: my old buddy, Jose Guillen. Sometimes the Bombers and the Marauders combine for about 10, having some REAL fun. Mike’s team is VERY good, and we don’t match up with him very well. 


The Marauders are now 29-19, while the Bombers are 24-15. I think the Highlanders are 25-14. Three teams within a game in the early going. Marcus is just about rested and I think the Big Two are going to join the race in May. The Marauders are the “Skunk at the Bachelorette Party;” I hope we can stay in the race.

Non-Baseball Subjects: Mike Raisanen is beginning to discuss another Bears road game for 2005. Talking about this is less painful that talking about the stupid draft. I think he’s looking at “The Big Easy.” That game is November 6. Other chances are at Detroit and at Cleveland, both in October. The game at Pittsburgh is in December; do the Steelers play in a dome? Who is interested? 

Major League Comments: I wrote this in November: “If the Cubs let Sammy Sosa go for nothing, or next to nothing, they will regret surrendering to the ‘talk-show stampede.’ And regret will come in 2005; I think Sammy is poised for a big comeback.” How accurate?…I watched the Sox and the Royals Saturday night. Let’s think about the Royals. 1) If Zach pitches every game like he pitched that one, Tedd was right. 2) Kansas City’s hitters. Those guys aren’t going to get many runs. Mostly, they were looking for walks. I think all of us hope our guys pitch about four times against the Royals. 3) In the mid-1970’s, critics said my Angels could take BP in the hotel dining room and not break anything. How many major league hitters do the Royals have? Mike Sweeney? Definitely. Angel Berroa? Maybe. Matt Stairs? If a right hander is pitching. Any others? Not that I could find. 4) A sad state for a franchise that, in the 1970’s, was among the best run franchises in the game…In 2005 so far, my pitchers are doing better than my hitters. Is that the case throughout the Illowa League?
SLUGGER STATEMENTS

April came and had a double dip scheduled for the mighty Sluggers. After coming off a typical 11-19 opening weekend, we didn’t have too high expectations against Arod and the Champs. We realize that the Champs aren’t at the top yet, but believe that they are on their way. It’s always interesting playing them for the first time because you never know who they have! I think Tedd turns his roster over more than I do!


Anyway, game one was no contest as the master, Greg Maddux, befuddled the Slugs. Brian Giles went 3-4 with a walk, run, RBI, double and a steal. In game two we scored three in the first and were holding on to a 4-3 lead with two outs in the bottom of the ninth. Slugger fans watching on TV have seen this all too often. Leading by one, two outs and one on, Brian Giles hit one 417 feet over the rightcenter field wall for a Champ victory. Giles went 5-5, two runs, a double and the big blast (notice a trend yet).


Game three started similarly to game two as we scored five in the first. This time there was a happy ending as Josh Beckett “scattered” nine hits in the 10-5 victory.  Brian Giles was actually retired two times as he went 3-5 with two runs, a HR and a RBI. Game four proved to be a nailbiter as Kerry Wood allowed only two runs in a 2-1 defeat. We had two on, with one out in the ninth.  But as Sluggers fans have seen on TV all too often, Batista hit into a game ending double play. Game five, same script. We jump out to a 3-0, Bagwell hits a three run bomb in the seventh, we lose 4-3. So, after leading in ALL FIVE GAMES, we manage to hold onto one lead and lose four of the first five. During Tedd’s homestand, the previously .180 hitting Brian Giles reached first an amazing 16 out of 20 trips to the plate!


Well we made the trip back to Sluggerville, and luckily the Champs left their bats in the home dugout. Pineiro and Bush pitched back-to-back shutouts, and the series was back within reach. We started game eight with back-to-back dingers by Higginson and Burrel, and cruised to a third straight victory by the score of 8-2. Joe Kenndey also advanced to an A but gave up two in the eighth. We held the Champs scoreless for 26 consecutive innings. So it came down to a ninth game. Of course we had the lead (which meant that we lead in each of the nine games played) but were trailing 6-2 when the ninth inning rolled around.  “One” Adam Dunn hit a mammoth solo shot to cut it to 6-3. With two outs we drew a pair of walks and Pat “The Bat” Burrell strode towards the on deck circle, pinch hitting. Three pitches later we went to the showers with the loss. But this team is gritty, we fought back to a respectable 4-5 series. Next up, Rob Moore and the Highlanders.


Yikes, this team is solid. I think the Highlanders have 15 A*s, and 12 B starters. Throw Beltre, Pudge and company in the mix and it’s very scary. Long story short, Rob whooped us  seven out of nine.  We lost the first game 2-1, won the second one 5-2, then scored six more runs in the next three games. That gave us a grand total of 12 runs for our five game homestand. Rob scored 11 in one game alone! The back four weren’t much better. Rob took the first three to go up 7-1 for the series. We finally figured out Jon Garland (you’re welcome, Rob) and won the last game. I have nothing to say about this series except watch out- this team is TOUGH! 

………..til next time

April Showers Bring May Flowers; Highlanders Plant Sluggers

Recap

The Highlanders marched onto Whipple Avenue to face the Sluggers this month.  In the past its always seemed like we should blow the Sluggers away, but each time, we struggle to win 4 or 5.  This year we hoped was different.  We were better, and the Sluggers had abandoned any pretense of a playoff hunt.

They still have some live arms, though.  The series was low-scoring and tense.  In game one, Tim Hudson made his second start of the season after a long layoff from opening day, and went six shutout innings. All the scoring happened late, as solo shots by Adrian Beltre and Miguel Tejada in the 8th and 9th innings trumped Podsednik's single and a steal followed by a Burrel double.  Rookie closer Ryan Madson got the 2-1 win.  The Sluggers then came back strong, holding the Highlanders to two solo shots in game two as well.  Sadly, they also scored five to tag Roy Oswalt with the loss.

Game three was a laugher, the only one of the series, really.  Joe Kennedy got rocked for five runs in a third of an inning.  Ivan Rodriguez drove in eight runs with a pair of homers, a three run shot and a grand slam, with a run-scoring single to make things interesting.  Roger Clemens was dominant, allowing one hit in seven innings, with 9 K's.

The Highlanders then went on a streak.  Ryan Madson won game four, 3-2 in the tenth inning, as Edgardo Alfonzo drove in pinch-runner Tim Hudson after a Michael Young error.  In game five, Denys Baez allowed three runs in the ninth to lose the game 5-3.  Reggie Sanders' pinch-hit homer was the key blow in that game, as John Garland got his 7th win.  The Highlanders scored five unearned runs in game five to win 6-2, a 2-out Tony Batista error being the key gaffe.  Things didn't get better for the Sluggers in game seven, as after scoring two runs in the 9th to tie the game at 5-5, rookie David Bush tired, allowing back-to-back single to Johnny Damon and Miguel Tejada, with Damon scoring on a Gary Sheffield sacrifice fly.

Bartolo Colon shut the Sluggers down in game eight, 4-2, and the series stood at 7-1.  John Garland was a little worn out from his early season workload, however, and let up four runs in the 6th on five singles and a walk, and the offense couldn't pick him up.  Series: 7-2 Highlanders, overall 25-14.

So far this season, the offense has been solid, if a little weak in the last two series.  We've got 6 players with 24 or more RBI.  Tejada is hitting .299 with 8 HR, Sheffield has 10 HR and 29 RBI, Beltre has 10 HR and 26 RBI, and Durazo has 9 HR and 28 RBI.  Reggie Sanders has 24 RBI in 86 at-bats.

On the pithing side of things, John Garland has been the early season hero, going 7-2 with a 2.37 ERA while Tim Hudson has been on the shelf.  Roy Oswalt in 4-3 with  a 3.51 ERA, and Roger Clemens is starting to come around, 3-1, 4.66 ERA.  First round pick Ryan Madson is 6-2 with 9 saves and a 3.72 ERA.  The team ERA is 4.04.

Northside     Hitmen
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5

0

34

31

15

14

14

22

1

2

0

0

3.71

Takatsu, S

11

0

0

14

10

7

6

2

12

0

1

3

0

3.86

Mateo, J

13

0

0

14 2/3

10

9

8

6

16

1

1

0

0

4.91

Martinez, P

9

9

0

52

39

31

31

22

49

5

4

0

0

5.37

Hernandez, R

16

0

0

41 2/3

55

31

27

14

37

0

0

0

0

5.83

Fassero, J

21

1

0

27 1/3

47

28

26

21

22

0

2

0

0

8.56

Ohka, T

3

3

0

11 2/3

16

14

12

4

9

0

2

0

0

9.25

Totals

39

39

3

355 1/3

312

191

166
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307
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3

3
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Twin Cities     Thunderchickens
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36
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24

43

12

0

11

26

20

14

1

1

.339

.693

.432

Phelps, J

24

42

3

14

7

0

1

6

0

8

1

2

.333

.571

.364

Lugo, J

15

26

4

7

2

0

1

2

4

5

1

1

.269

.462

.387

Griffey, K

19

60

10

16

3

0

5

19

11

9

0

0

.267
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.380

Koskie, C

19

80

14

21

4

0

6

12

10

19

1

1

.263
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.352

Hudson, O

27

100

12

25

4

2

1

8

13

25

6

1

.250

.360

.342

Varitek, J

31
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18

26

7

0

5

15

13

40

3

4

.241

.444

.344

Renteria, E

35

135

16

32

7

0

4

12

9

20

5

0

.237

.378

.285

Gerut, J

15

17

1

4

0

0

0

1

0

2

0

0

.235

.235

.235

Mueller, B

28

117

13

27

8

2

3

10

7

17

0

1

.231

.410

.280

Diaz, E

10

33

2

7

1

1

1

6

3

7

0

0

.212

.394

.278

Beltran, C
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27

32

6

3

5

20

18

27

12

1

.211

.388

.298

Cameron, M

35

127

21

26

6

0

9

24

23

44

5

1
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.465

.331

Crede, J

13

25

4

4

2

1

1

3

1

5

0

0
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2

7
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1

0

0

0

0

0

3

0

0
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Totals

39
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.307


[image: image17.wmf]Pitcher

G

GS

CG

IP

H

R

ER

BB

SO

W

L

Sv

Sho

ERA

Ayala, L

11

0

0

14 1/3

15

5

3

2

10

2

3

1

0

1.88

Lopez, R
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Garcia, F

8

8

2
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43

26

26

19
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2

3

0

0

3.99

Lackey, J

8

7

2
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23
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13
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4

2

0
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4.22

Tavarez, J

10

0

0

10 1/3

6

5

5

6

11

2

1

3

0

4.35

Glavine, T

7

7

0

53 1/3

53

27

26

14

37

3

2

0

0

4.39

Silva, C

8

8

1
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26

26

7

36

3

4

0

0

4.47

Nomo, H

11

5

2

53

70

43

41

23

27

1

3

3

0

6.96

Stone, R

17

0

0

26 2/3

35

21

21

9

13

0

0

0

0

7.09

Marte, D

12

0

0
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0

0

8.56

Totals
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7
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Moline     Upperdeckers
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.294
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2

1

1

0
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.214

.214

.313
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20
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9
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5

16

14

38

2

1
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.382

.281
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31

112

8

21

6

1

0

8

5

25

6

0
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.259

.222

Nix, L

27

87

4

14

0

3

2

6

1

32

0

0

.161

.299
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Buck, J

18

61

2

7

4

0

0

3

7

15

0

0
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.180
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Pitchers
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6
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1
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Totals
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1301
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2

10
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Escobar, K

7

7

2

58.33

38

15

14

15

62

5
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0

2
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Percival, T
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8

3

3

3

7
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7
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2
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0
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Pettitte, A

11

11

4
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80

45

36

39

72

3

5

0

0

3.90

Trachsel, S

7

7
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24
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24

1

4
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4.60
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4
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5
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4

4
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2

0

0

6.35

Mussina, M

1

1

0
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9

6

5

4

8
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1

0

0

6.43

Zito, B

7

7

0

37.33

50

29

29

13

29

1

6

0

0
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Fossum, C

6

0

0

27.00

42

22

22

8

13

0
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0

7.33

Totals
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39

8
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Chicago     Highlanders
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Grieve, B

5
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Giles, M

30
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3

7

9

22

3

8

.307
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.397

Tejada, M

39

147

24

44

8

0

8

26

9

16

0

4

.299

.517

.356

Sheffield, G

38

131

31

39

5

0

10

29

25

20

0

0

.298

.565

.410

Rodriguez, I

31

112

13

33

7

0

4

14

8

26

0

0

.295

.464

.342

Durazo, E

37

134

23

37

8

0

9

28

11

28

0

1

.276

.537

.336

Beltre, A

39

156

29

43

10

0

10

26

11

28

3

0

.276

.532

.323

Sanders, R

31

86

15

21

9

0

7

24

4

19

1

0

.244

.593

.278

Quinlan, R

12

17

4

4

2

0

1

1

0

0

0

1

.235

.529

.278

Damon, J

39

168

27

38

7

2

7

24

12

20

5

0

.226

.417

.278

Hall, T

10

34

0

7

3

0

0

5

1

2

0

1

.206

.294

.250

Alfonzo, E

16

16

1

3

0

0

1

2

0

2

0

0

.188

.375

.188

Belliard, R

14

39

4

7

4

0

1

2

3

8

0

0

.179

.359

.238

Wells, V

19

63

7

10

0

1

4

7

3

13

1

0

.159

.381

.197

Palmeiro, R

21

22

2

3

1

0

1

2

4

5

0

0

.136

.318

.269

Pitchers

39

88

4

10

2

0

0

6

2

18

0

0
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.136

.133

Totals

39

1332

211

336

78

4

66

203
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229

13

15
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.465

.313
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3
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2.08

Garland, J

9

9

1
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54

20

18

16
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7

2

0
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2.37

Hudson, T

2

2
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4

4

2

9

1

0
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Oswalt, R
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23
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3
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3.51

Madson, R

18

0

0
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11

8

8

3

12

6

2

9

0

3.72

King, R

15
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5
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5
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2
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Clemens, R

9
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Colon, B

9
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59 1/3

56

37

32

27
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Hasegawa, S

16
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8
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4
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0

0
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Green Rock     Bombers
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Long, T
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Edmonds, J
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34

27

38
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.315

.645

.444

Greene, K

29
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3
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9

15

1

1
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.506

.364

Erstad, D

31
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18

35

3

1
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11

7

19

4

0
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.358

.331

Castilla, V

37

139

24

38

13
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16

19
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.357

Molina, Y
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.333

Soriano, A
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.305

Sexson, R
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.278

Drew, J
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27
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32
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4
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17
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0
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.389

.336

Guillen, J
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4

14

4

27
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Vizcaino, J
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5
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0
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7
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.508

.279
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11
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3
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0
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Molly Putts     Marauders
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State Street     Sluggers
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Aurora     Gamblers
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Chicago     Champions
[image: image30.wmf]Player

G

AB

R

H

2B

3B

HR

RBI

BB

SO

SB

HBP

AVG

SLG

OBP

Upton, B

8

16

3

6

2

1

0

4

1

4

0

1

.375

.625

.444

Kearns, A

10

16

2

5

3

0

0

3

0

3

0

0

.313

.500

.313

Berkman, L

39

136

24

34

8

2

9

25

24

26

2

0

.250

.537

.363

Davis, B

8

25

7

6

4

0

1

2

2

5

0

1

.240

.520

.321

Rollins, J

37

146

18

35

9

2

4

18

10

22

5

1

.240

.411

.293

Giles, B

38

142

20

34

7

1

6

20

19

13

2

0

.239

.430

.329

Rodriguez, A

37

138

18

32

5

1

6

23

15

39

15

2

.232

.413

.316

Bagwell, J

38

132

25

30

4

0

7

13

26

26

1

1

.227

.417

.358

Boone, B

32

102

13

23

4

0

4

11

12

22

1

0

.225

.382

.307

Lee, C

38

146

15

32

11

0

5

21

11

25

1

0

.219

.397

.274

Martinez, V

32

116

12

23

9

0

3

13

9

15

0

0

.198

.353

.256

Morneau, J

19

22

4

3

0

0

3

5

4

5

0

0

.136

.545

.269

Hinske, E

16

16

4

2

2

0

0

0

1

4

0

0

.125

.250

.176

Castillo, J

10

34

0

3

1

0

0

2

0

8

0

0

.088

.118

.088

Sizemore, G

2

5

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

3

0

0

.000

.000

.000

Pitchers

39

96

4

13

2

0

0

5

2

41

1

0

.135

.156

.153

Totals

39

1288

170

281

71

7

48

165

136

261

28

6

.218

.396

.296


[image: image31.wmf]Pitcher

G

GS

CG

IP

H

R

ER

BB

SO

W

L

Sv

Sho

ERA

Colome, J

11

0

0

12

7

3

3

4

13

1

1

5

0

2.25

Lowry, N

3

1

0

9 2/3

6

3

3

5

5

1

1

1

0

2.79

Adams, T

16

0

0

14 1/3

10

5

5

2

10

1

0

2

0

3.14

Bonderman, J

9

8

2

58 1/3

39

22

22

21

55

5

2

0

1

3.39

Burnett, A

6

5

2

40

40

16

16

14

29

3

1

0

0

3.60

Greinke, Z

6

6

2

40 2/3

45

19

19

17

41

2

2

0

1

4.20

Maddux, G

8

8

2

53 2/3

59

30

29

17

41

3

4

0

0

4.86

Cotts, N

20

2

0

34

44

23

19

15

13

0

3

0

0

5.03

Herges, M

23

0

0

33

39

24

22

7

21

2

1

2

0

6.00

Myers, B

9

9

1

52

60

45

38

25

34

1

5

0

1

6.58

Valverde, J

4

0

0

4

8

7

7

3

1

0

0

0

0

15.75

Totals

39

39

9

351 2/3

357

197

183

130

263

19

20

10

3

4.68


Rising     Bamm-Beano’s
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Chicago Highlanders
Green Rock Bombers

Rob Moore (Vice-President)
Mike Bunch (President)
129 S. Villa Ave. #21
501 5th Street

Addison, Il.  60101
Colona, IL.  31241

Home (630) 941-0864
Home (309) 792-2101

Robert.b.moore@comcast.net
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Chicago Champions
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825 54th Street B
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Cell (773) 716-9157
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Lake (715) 258-7430
BunchM@Barjan.com
MALLTEDD@YAHOO.com
Aurora Gamblers
Rising Bamm-Beano’s

Todd Ventresca
John Brandeberry

1294 Rosegate Ct.
5104 W. Bluebill Rd.

Aurora,  IL.  60504
Champaign, IL.  61822

Home (630) 585-6760
Home (217) 356-9126

Work (847) 866-4348
Brando@soltec.net
Cell (603) 721-1166
Danny Bunch

Tventresca@comcast.com
501 5th Street

Tventresca@gbop.org
Colona, IL.  61241


Cell (309) 292-2171


Danbunch18@aol.com
State Street Sluggers
Twin Cities Thunderchickens

Nick Ventresca
Tom Nelshoppen

4250 N. Whipple
412 W. Oregon

Chicago, IL.  60618
Urbana, IL.  61801

Home (773) 866-1445
Home (217) 369-2761

Cell (773) 590-1357
Work (217) 244-5533

Ndventresca@yahoo.com
Nelshopp@uiuc.edu
Northside Hitmen
Molly Putts Marauders

Chuck Lucas
Don Smith

7110 W. Highland
1326 Pershing

Chicago, IL.  60631
Davenport, IA.  52803
Home (773) 792-9193
Home (319) 323-2357

Work (773) 773-8080
Cell (563) 650-4123
Cluke8789@aol.com
Dktsmith@aol.com
ILLOWA LEAGUE WEBPAGE

https://netfiles.uiuc.edu/nelshopp/www/IAL/
ILLOWA LEAGU FORUM
http://www.phpbbforfree.com/forums/index.php?mforum=illowa
Catcher's Throwing Chart

Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 13 and the

runner on first has a first column 11.  Roll one dice and cunsult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 10 or 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36

12-39          32-39          52-39
13-37          33-38          53-37
14-39          34-39          54-39
15-36          35-36          55-36
16-40          36-40          56-40
21-41          41-41          64-41
22-36          42-40          62-37
23-23          43-23          63-23
24-40          44-36          64-40
25-36          45-37          65-40
26-40          46-40          66-38

ERROR          CARD

11-20          31-18          51-18
12-21          32-16          52-21
13-17          33-20          53-17
14-19          34-15          54-15
15-20          35-18          55-20
16-19          36-18          56-19
21-15          41-21          61-18
22-20          42-18          62-18
23-17          43-16          63-16
24-15          44-20          64-18
25-20          45-17          65-21
26-16          46-19          66-20
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