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Presidents Corner;  The start of our 31st season.  That is hard to believe.  Reminder stats and article are due on the 28th of each month.  These stats must include games played at secondary positions.  The May convention date has been set.  It will be April 29th to May 1st.  Please send out an E-Mail letting everyone know what time you will be arriving.
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IAL 2005 DRAFT REVIEW

1) CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Zack Greinke P:The Champions traded a bird in the hand for two in the bush and may really come to regret this one.  They had the best young lefthander in baseball and traded him for who they hope to be the best pitcher in baseball period.  You couldn't ask for more than Mark Buehrle, except the Champions did.  Greinke hasn't logged a lot of innings before getting the the bigs.  Zack has exceptional control and can go from the 50s to the 90s.  Only time will tell.  So far Zack Greinke has looked terrible in the Cactus League.
2) CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – B.J. Upton SS: With their own pick the Champions selected Upton.  B.J. has all the tools!  It will take this kid some time to become a solid SS, especially in the field.  But he sure can hit!
3) CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Justin Morneau 1B:With Jeff Bagwell growing long in the tooth, Morneau was chosen as a left handed stick off the bench & the heir apparent at 1st.  Justin is a big power hitter that will bat cleanup for years to come.
4) STATE STREET SLUGGERS – David Wright 3B: With the 4th pick in the draft the Sluggers picked up the best player on their team.  Wright can hit the long ball, run, & is a good fielder at the hot corner.
5) MOLLY PUTTS MARAUDERS – Chad Codero P*: If you can never have too many closers, then this was the right selection for Molly Putts.  Cordero throws the piss out of the ball.  He's a little bit wild, but that'll keep batters from taking a toe hold.  Chad will fit in nicely in the nasty Marauder bullpen. 

6) AURORA GAMBLERS – Jason Bay OF: Todd is not into delayed gratification.  Bay proved in his rookie year he can play.  Jason can hit for power and is okay with the glove.  Besides everything else he's a Bucco.
7) CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS – Ryan Madson P*: Madson might turn out to be the best all around pitcher in the draft.  Ryan has the makeup to be a pretty good starting pitcher.  Maybe he'll move into the rotation when/if the Rocket ever retires.  Till then he'll be throwing quality innings out of the pen.
8) COLONA UPPERDECKERS – John Buck C: The first real surprise of the draft.  Not that Uncle isn't a good player, but the fact that he didn't make it out of the 1st round.  There weren't that many catchers that would cover Hernandez and Buck was the only good one.  Still the defending IAL Champions needed so much, but who am I to argue with Mr. Marc?
9) GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – Khalil Greene SS: Don't get me wrong, I like Greene.  Khalil can do it all, but the Bombers already had a better SS in Edgar Renteria.  Besides the Bombers are going for it this year.  Greene instead of Renteria might be the reason the T*Chix make the playoffs over the Bombers.  Greene can hit for power and really pick it at short.
10)  NORTHSIDE HITMEN – Bobby Crosby SS: This time for sure the Hitmen selected their SS of the future for the 2nd year in a row.  Miguel Tejada was the starting SS in Oakland, Angel Berroa was dealt by the A's to the Royals, and now their third stringer has taken over in Oakland and on the Northside.  Crosby has power and is solid in the field, but not sure he'll hit much over .250.
11)  RISING BAMM BEANOS – Bobby Madritsch P:There is a reason why the only B starter in the draft lasts till the 11th pick in the draft.  Madritsch has had major arm problems, that said, he's throwing the ball better than ever.  I've been on John's case to get pitchers and he seems to be getting pitchers mostly from me.  Former Champion starters Buehrle, Washburn, Bell, & Ortiz will be joined by this talented hard throwing southpaw.  Bobby is from Chicago and is of Native American descent.  If healthy, he's a good one!
12)  AURORA GAMBLERS – Akinori Otsuka P*:Trading away Mariano Rivera left a huge hole in the Gamblers bullpen.  Otsuka is a little older for a rookie, yet he is the best closer in the draft.  And remember Todd doesn't like delayed gratification.
13)  MOLLY PUTTS MARAUDERS – Adam LaRoche 1B:Which rookie firstbaseman did the Marauders get the one before or after his rookie season injury?  Before his injury Adam wasn't much, but after he came back healthy he put up good numbers.  LaRoche is a hard worker that should get better with age.  Fundamentally he's solid.  With Olerud & Spiezio at 1B this kid was needed.
14) COLONA UPPERDECKERS – Jesse Crain P*:This is another surprise pick.  Again not because Crain is not any good, but rather the Upperdeckers have more holes than Swiss cheese.  Jesse throws a big league fastball, but throws against his body and might be an arm injury waiting to happen.
15)  CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS – Mike Gonzalez P*:This left handed reliever is a little older, but sometimes it takes a little while for portsiders to develop.  So while Gonzalez was selected for what he could do right now for the Highlanders, he might have a pretty nice little future ahead of himself.  Although Mike had control as a rookie, don't look for him to have a Z again.
16)  STATE STREET SLUGGERS –Sean Burnett P: This is the real puzzler of the draft, why take a 3rd round choice next year with a 2nd round pick?  Burnett had an outstanding major league arm, but the operative word is had.  Chances are he'll miss all of 2005 with a completely torn UCL in his left arm.  Sean started off 0-2 and finished 0-2, but was 5-0 in between.  He's out of Dunedin, FL home of Casa Tina's, a GREAT Mexican restaurant!
17)  NORTHSIDE HITMEN – Shingo Takatsu P*:This youngster knows how to pitch.  Although Shingo is 36 years old he is the closer for the White Sox and will step into that role for the Hitmen.  Takatsu has a great change and might have three more good years in him.
18)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Grady Sizemore OF:Braden Westley Mallasch was born on Sizemore's birthday, which made Grady a favorite of the Champs right away.  This kid can do it all, might be a little short in the power department.  He's a solid centerfielder, may be the next Rich Becker.
19)  AURORA GAMBLERS – Justin Duchscherer P*:It's taken this bullpener a while to get to the show.  Justin started his rookie season off well, but tailed in the 2nd half.  Not a good sign for a rookie.  Duchscherer doesn't overpower hitters and will have a tough time being graded again.
20)  GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – DuSanchez P*: The Bombers needed to retool their bullpen.  Although Bug Eyes has a lot of innings, again he's not overpowering and will have trouble being graded again.  Should have taken Calero.
21)  CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS – Kiko Calero *: Speak of the devil.  The Highlanders don't take no junk.  When you have a good team the only thing you need in the draft is to fine tune the bullpen, which is exactly what Rob did.  But now that he has a bullpen that might stick around for a while, what's he gonna need next year?  Kiko throws strikes, strikes out hitters, & has a Kool first name!
22)  TWIN CITY THUNDERCHICKENS – Noah Lowry P: Lowry is a change up lefty along the lines of Tommy Glavine or Jimmy Gobble.  There's no question as to why the T*Chix selected Noah with Glavine getting up there.  This kid won't overpower anybody, couldn't break a pane of glass.  Some good years, some bad years in his future.  More good than bad.
23)  NORTHSIDE HITMEN – Luis Gonzalez 2B:Just what the IAL needs another Luis Gonzalez.  This Luis Gonzalez is a Colorado hitter!  He is a secondbaseman with some pop.  Luis also has the versatility to play some other positions.
24)  RISING BAMM BEANOS – Yhency BrazobanP*: How many times do you get the chance to draft a guy named Yhency?  Brazoban throws the ball real well and looks like the real deal.  His character seems to be the question that only time will answer.
25)  STATE STREET SLUGGERS – Dave Bush P:It's rare that a young relief pitcher is converted into a starter, normally it's the other way around.  Bush is not overpowering, but knows how to pitch.  Dave should have a solid career with lots of graded starts in his future.  He doesn't look like an arm injury waiting to happen, so why would Nick draft him?
26)  GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – Mike Adams *: Mike rebounded from missing out on Calero and got a pretty good one in Adams.  Mike finished will enter his sophomore year as the Brewers closer. 
27)  CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS – Robb Quinlan 3B:Even Babe Ruth must have had an off day every once in a while.  Quinlan can flat out hit!  But he's a little older and he's log jammed with the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim near El Segundo.  Still he'll be a nice bat off the bench and might be the difference in getting the 4th win in the World Series.

28)  AURORA GAMBLERS – Nate Robertson P:Is that you Nate?  Robertson threw big time innings as a rookie.  While he didn't have the big time hype, all he did was get the job done.  Will fit in nicely behind Webb, Willis, & Gobble. 
29)  GREEN ROCK BOMBERS – Yadier Molina C:He's the best defensive young catcher to come into the league since his brother Benji.  Yadier might even be better behind the dish.  Right now Molina is no bargain with the stick.  If only you could combine them into one guy Yadier Piazza!
30)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Jose Castillo 2B: As a secondbaseman this kid can rake!  The more you hear of Jose the more you gotta like him.  Castillo will never make anybody forget his name sake in the field.  But his winter ball season showed the bat potential he's got.
31)  CHICAGO CHAMPIONS – Neal Cotts P*:Cotts has four 6's.  With both Lowry & Bush gone the Champs needed a pitcher to start a few games.  Neal is a Springfield southpaw out of ISU.  Was born on Glavine's birthday.  Whether he's good or badd, it'll be funn!  Did I tell you he's got four 6's?
32) COLONA UPPERDECKERS – Alexis RiosOF: Much better selection than last year's rookie outfielder Marlin Byrd!  Rios is a big rightfielder, with a big arm. Alexis only hit one homer as a rookie, but will develop power as he fills out.  Nice comparison might be Dave Winfield.
A+ - MOLLY PUTTS MARAUDERS: Cordero & LaRoche – This team is poised for a playoff run and got just what the doctor ordered.  Cordero is nasty & the real deal!  LaRoche will step in right now at 1B.

A* - CHICAGO HIGHLANDERS: Madson, Gonzalez, Calero, & Quinlan – Rob selected just what he needed.  Last year I said Rob Moore wouldn’t need a closer anytime soon, barring injury.  And now one year later I’m grading the Highlanders with an A* for taking another A*.  He got just what he needed.  I'm sounding like a broken record.  Only this time he got an A*, an A&C*, & a B*.  All three of these relievers are good and should be able to do it again.  None looks like an arm injury waiting to happen.  Anxious to see the big World Series hit Robb gets to seal the deal!

B+ - STATE STREET SLUGGERS: Wright, Burnett, & Bush – The two Daves are GREAT picks!  While Sean Burnett might turn out to be good if he's kept rather than dropped for a #3.  I ask again, why would you take a future #3 pick with a current #2 draft choice?  Grady Sizemore, Alexis Rios, or Jayson Werth would have been better picks.

B - AURORA GAMBLERS: Bay, Otsuka, Duchscherer, & Robertson – Bay will be a solid outfielder in the IAL.  Otsuka steps right in for Rivera.  Robertson was a steal at the 2nd to the last pick in the regular draft.

B- - NORTHSIDE HITMEN: Crosby, Takatsu, & Gonzalez –Boring draft!  Berroa & Utley were better picks one year ago at their respective positions than Crosby & Gonzalez.  Takatsu will be the closer d'jour.  Not much upside, but might get Luke another ring.

C+ - TWIN CITY THUNDERCHICKENS: Lowry – Maybe the next Tom Glavine, maybe the next Jimmy Gobble.

C - CHICAGO CHAMPIONS: Greinke, Upton, Morneau, Sizemore, Castillo, & Cotts – There is a lot of upside in this draft, but a lot of gamble too.  Zack Greinke could be the next Champion Ace along the lines of Hershiser & Maddux.  Once Upton improves his defense at SS, he'll be the next Derek Jeter.  Morneau can hit, but firstbaseman should hit, question about his health.  Sizemore, Castillo, & Cotts are all huge gambles!  

C- - COLONA UPPERDECKERS: Buck, Crain, & Rios – Buck is a good hitting catcher, but they've got Hernandez.  Crain is a hard throwing reliever, but they've already got KROD & Troy.  Nothing to not like about Rios! 

D+ - GREEN ROCK BOMBERS: Greene, Sanchez, Adams, & Molina –  Khalil Greene is a good one, but they already had Renteria.  And traded him to their chief competition, the T*Chix.  Might have been better now with Renteria & Otsuka.  Adams will be an asset in the pen for years, while Duaner will be forgotten soon.  Molina looks to be the Bomber future at catcher.

F RISING BAMM BEANOS: Madritsch & Brazoban – Two question marks!  The only reason they got Madritsch was because of his history of injuries, this team needs him to be healthy.  Would have been better off with solid picks of Otsuka & Bush.
2005 IAL OVERLOOKED ROOKIES
This was an interesting draft.  Everybody was saying there really wasn't much talent to be had.  Maybe that's because after the draft was over all the talent was still on the board.  This year everybody loaded up on pitching, which means this overlooked list is loaded with position players.
1 JAYSON WERTH OF This MONSTER can hit!  Werth hit 16 HR's in limited time out of the box and his future looks very bright as he's slated to be LA's regular leftfielder this year.  He has a big arm!  Grandson of Ducky Schofield & nephew of Dick Schofield.  Illinois boy was born in Springfield.
2 MICHAEL CUDDYER 3B Can you say hype delayed?  This is what might have happened with Cuddyer as it took him a little while to get it all together, but he's still a youngster.  Cuddyer kills lefties and will be the Twins everyday thirdbaseman this year.  He has some pop & was very versatile as a rookie 3B-all, 2B-all, 1B-40, OF-40.
3 MATT HOLLIDAY OF Right place at the right time!  Holliday is a BIG MOOSE who'll be playing everyday in Colorado.  Matt batted .290 as a rookie, hitting righties better than lefties.  As a fielder, he's a pretty good hitter.
4 CHARLES THOMAS OF Thomas is a bats lefty & hits lefties as well as righties.  That's why he'll be a solid regular in Oakland.  He also is a pretty good outfielder.
5 JOSE LOPEZ SS Lopez played SS as a rookie, but is probably Seattle's secondbaseman of the future.  Jose is just a kid, will be an outstanding fielder at second, & has good pop.
6 JORGE CANTU 2B Although Roberto Alomar was brought in by Tampa Bay, Cantu will be the Devil Rays secondbaseman.  He wants to be a cowboy in Mexico when his playing days are over, but his future's just beginning so his family' 8,645-acre ranch will have to wait.  Jorge batted .301 with double power as a rookie, hit .373 vs lefties.
7 IVAN DE JESUS OF Ivan is an excellent centerfielder who can really fly.  DeJesus batted leadoff once Beltran was traded by the Royals.  He batted .287 with a good eye as a rookie, put together two 15 game hitting streaks, & batted .314 after the All Star break.  Ivan will be even better once he learns how to steal bases (8 out of 19).
8 RUBEN GOTAY 2B Ruben is the nephew of Julio Gotay.  This Gotay is a smooth fielder who'll be KC's regular secondbaseman, even though he's just a kid.  He's a perfect number two hitter, doing all the little things to beat you. 
9 SCOTT HAIRSTON 2B Baseball family to the MAX!  His grandfather Sam starred for Indianapolis and was the first African American to play for the White Sox in 1951.  His father Jerry played for the White Sox, while his uncle John was a member of the 1969 Cubs.  His brother Jerry, Jr. will play for the Cubs this year.  Now about Scott, he has some pop, limited range at 2B, & strikes out a lot.  All that said, he has the inside track at starting for Arizona.
10 RYAN WAGNER P* Ryan's a big Texas righty who can really throw the baseball.  Wagner was drafted as a sophomore out of the University of Houston where he struckout 148 batters in 78' innings (16.8 per 9 innings).  In the bigs last year he didn't strikeout batters and allowed over one hit per inning.  If this kid puts it togethr he'll be the Reds closer for years to come.

Trade Analysis 2005

I had stopped doing these articles due to the number of trades exploding (15 trades in 1997 as opposed to 26 this year), but I've decided to give it another shot. This time, it'll be the top 10 or so trades – no tiem wasted on the Jorge Julio for Casey Fossum deals this time around.  With that explanation, let's get started.

TC #2 Pick (Sean Burnett) for SS Ken Griffey, Jr.

How the mighty have fallen.  Griffey has had a new procedire done on his hamstring (something involving the blood of innocents and dark rituals, I think) so he might get up to, say, 350 at-bats in 2005.  Meanwhile, much like Robin Williams buying a house in "The World According to Garp," Nick has gotten the perfect pitcher for him: Pre-disastered.  He'll be a pick next year.

Even

MP Victor Martinez, Todd Walker for CC Mike Lowell, Bengie Molina

Tedd has been churning his roster impressively the past two or three years.  He may be done churning.  Martinez is the catcher he wanted last year, and Walker was trade bait.  Meanwhile, Don gets the kind of defensive catcher he likes, and Mike Lowell will be a top third baseman for the next few years.  A good deal for both teams.

Even

AG Mike Sweeney for SS Frank Thomas

It's gotta be tough to let big Frank go, though he may be nearing the end.  This was a usage deal on both ends, trading oft-injured 1b's to cover at-bats.  State Street got more at-bats, Aurora got better at-bats.  Hard to argue with either, though Frank has the better chance of having a top quality season again.  

6/4 Gamblers

AG #1 Pick (Justin Morneau) for BB Craig Wilson

I was stunned last year when Todd deal Wilson, so I guess I'm not so stunned he over paid to get him back.  If I'm the Gamblers, I want Morneau, not Wilson, although Morneau has had quite the laundry list of ailments (what's next?  Bubonic Plague?).  The Bamm-Beanos turned this pick into Mark Buerhle and change, so the Champs are the ultimate beneficiaries.

7/3 Bamm-Beanos

AG Rodrigo Lopez, Terrence Long for TC Kevin Brown, Kirk Rueter

This is a risky deal.  For it to work out for the Gamblers, Brown needs to rebound and Rueter needs to stay in the C range.  Lopez might manage to maintain his grade, but its not a lock by any stretch, so I suppose it’s a good deal for a rebuilding team (Gamblers=rebuilding?  Don's Big Two are the Big One).  In a couple years the Gamblers will have draft picks, so that's something too, so long as neither Brown nor Rueter hangs on by his fingernails to roster spots for five years.  For Tom, it's a piece in the playoff puzzle.

Even

CC Todd Walker, Jimmy Gobble, Alex Cintron, Tony Clark, Bobby Higginson for SS Bill Mueller, SS extra round pick (Neil Cotts), Julio Lugo, Terry Adams, Jeff Nelson.

A big deal of primarily backup quality, fungible players.  If Tedd had done more with this pick than Neil Cotts, I might give it to him, but as it is Nick gets the advantage for getting a 2b in Walker who can start for the next (I mean first) Sluggers playoff team and a utility infielder in Cintron who is likely to be as good as Lugo in the future – not that that means I think Lugo is good.  The others are pretty irrelevant.

6/4 Sluggers

CC Mark Buerhle, Rob Bell, Jose Cruz for BB #1 pick (Justin Morneau), Brian Giles, Matt Herges

I like this deal for the Champs.  They gave up an ace, though not a hugely dominant one, and got back one good player, and a pick they used on a potentially dominant one.  I've seen folks put Morneau's career to date up against Jim Thome's at the same age, and they're eerily similar.  Bell and Cruz are fodder, as is Herges.  If Buerhle can maintain his B grade, this works well for the Bamm-Beanos, if not it’s a mess.

6/4 Champs

TC #1 pick (Khalil Greene), Jose Valentin, Terrence Long for GR Edgar Renteria, Luis Ayala, Joe Crede

I like this deal better than most – I'm not certain that Renteria's last couple of years weren't his best, and that he's on his way down, and I like Khalil Greene.  Ayala is a good reliever, but Crede, Valentin, and Long are all spare parts now.  In the end that makes about a one-an-a-half for one deal, slight advantage T-Chix.

6/4 T-Chix

GR #1 Pick (Jason Bay) for AG Mariano Rivera

It's official: The Gamblers are rebuilding.  Jason Bay is a good player, though a little old as a rookie and with a lot of K's, so I'm not 100% sold.  Rivera is the best at what he does.  If Todd had gone into the offseason with the intention of making a Rivera deal, he might have gotten more, I don't know.  It's a tough call.

6/4 Bombers

NH Alex Rodriguez for CC Miguel Cabrera

This is the big challenge trade of the off-season.  There are so many possibilities.  What if A-Rod moves back to short at some point?  What if Cabrera moves back to third?  Chuck gets younger with this deal, which is good for the elderly Hitmen, but Tedd gets the better player, and at the more important defensive position.  Chuck would have had to sit either A-Rod or Hank Blalock, so he did the best with a bad situation.  It'll be a tough call in the next few years, as I think Cabrera will get moved back to third when Lowell is either traded or moves to first (most likely traded).  A-Rod probably stays at third, since the Legend of Jeter is too strong to move regardless of the fact he's the second best fielding shortstop on his team.

6/4 Champions

CHAMPIONS 2005 TRADES

Below is Champions trades through the eyes of the Champions.  Forty two playes changed uniforms in eleven Champion trades.  This year you really will need a score card when you come out to Crackerjack Park.

HIGHLANDERS

Belliard for Colome

Champions get much needed bullpen help for backup secondbaseman.  Colome throws hard, is the right age, & might be coming into his own as a closer.  JESUS SAVES

MARAUDERS

Lowell for Martinez

Molina for Walker

Mike Lowell is a great fielder at 3B, with good doubles power, and can go yard.  Benji Molina is arguably the best defensive catcher in the league.  Victor Martinez is a switch hitter with power.  As a secondbaseman, Walker is a pretty good hitter.

THUNDERCHICKENS
Cameron for Kearns

Cameron's card reminds me of Barry Bonds.  Austin Kearns was highly touted when he first came up, but has been bothered by injuries.

BAMM BEANO'S

Olivo for Morneau

Washburn for Sizemore

Miguel Olivo has a gun behind the plate, good speed, & good power.  Washburn throws strikes.  Morneau is a big hitting 1st sacker.  Grady Sizemore might be the next Rich Becker.

SLUGGERS

Walker for Mueller

Gobble for Cotts

Cintron for Lugo

Clark for Adams

Higginson for Nelson

Walker can hit.  Gobble is still young enough to live up to his potential.  Cintron dealt when JROL rebounded.  Tony Clark decided to go to Japan's Seibu Lions rather than report to the Sluggers.  Higginson went back home to State Street.  Mueller's a gamer who plays 2B & 3B.  Cotts was a southpaw out of ISU.  What do you think of Lugo?  Jeff Nelson retired after the trade.

HITMEN

Mateo for Cruz

Mateo got roughed up as a rookie.  Jose Cruz, Jr. was acquired to fill in for the soon to be departed Miguel Cabrera.

BAMM BEANO'S

Buehrle for Greinke

Bell for Giles

Cruz for Herges

Buehrle's been one of the most consistent starters in the league, top notch.  Bell might be ready to be more than a BP pitcher.  Giles is a step up over Cruz.  Greinke throws an Ephesus pitch, great control.  Veteran Matt Herges will be a big help out of the pen.

THUNDERCHICKENS

Mueller for Vizcaino

Lugo for Valverde

If healthy Valverde is nasty!  See previous notes on Mueller & Lugo, Lugo's a hitter.  Jose Vizcaino is a solid utility infielder.

UPPERDECKERS

Nix for Hinske

Vizcaino for Davis

Nix was traded so the Champs didn't need to draft a catcher.  Once the draft choice was freed up for Jose Castillo, Vizcaino was no longer needed.  Hinske & Davis both had potential, but those days are gone.

HITMEN
Cabrera for ARod

Miguel Cabrera is the best young masher in the league!  Alex has been wanted by the Champs since he was an 18 year old kid!  Great trade for both teams!

THUNDERCHICKENS

Marte for Lowry

With the acquisition of Lowry the Champions got everybody they wanted in this year's draft.  Lowry is a lot like Tom Glavine, funny I should get him from the T*Chix.  Marte is a tough lefty setup man.

    AROD IS HOME

[image: image13.png]



Ever since Alex Rodriguez was taken by the Hitmen he was wanted by the Champions.  In fact it was even before that.  Champion skipper Tedd Mallasch scouted Alex when he was in Class A ball as a member of the Appleton Foxes.  "I remember it as if it was yesterday.  It was Alex Rodriguez poster day.  I still have the poster up in my office.  After the game Rodriguez signed baseballs for about thirty youngsters.  I even bribed a batboy to get Alex' autograph on a minor league baseball card.  I still have the card," Mallasch recalled.  So when the opportunity presented itself to acquire him, the Champions couldn't pass it by.  

Rodriguez burst on the scene in 1997 with 54-2-41 power numbers, batted .319, with 132 RBI's & 121 runs after not playing much as a rookie.  After kind of a subpar '98.  AROD put up MONSTER numbers from 1999-2004: (31 HR's,103 RBI's, 99 runs, 38 SB's in 1999), (30 HR's, 88 RBI's, 103 runs in 2000), (38 HR's, 103 RBI's, 123 runs in 2001), (53 HR's, 107 RBI's, 143 runs in 2002), (50 HR's, 121 RBI's, 117 runs in 2003), (49 HR's, 104 RBI's, 143 runs in 2004).  All these outstanding numbers were put up while playing Gold Glove calibur defense at SS.  

In the very sense of the word Alex is a Champion.  The Hitmen won four straight titles from 2000 to 2003, finishing in first place three of those years, three of the last five years the Northsiders have won over 100 games.  All of this was accomplished with Alex Rodriguez leading the way.  

So why was he traded?  The Champions simply made the Hitmen an offer they couldn't refuse.  Miguel Cabrera is simply the best young hitter in the IAL.  He was drafted by the Champions last year.  And while he played sparringly as a rookie, his abilities are undeniable.  This trade is a good one for both teams.  The Hitmen wanted to get younger and did so by adding Cabrera, while the Champions wanted to get back on track with the tradition that has earned them ten championships down through the years.  
"Growing up and playing shortstop, Champion Hall of Famer Cal Ripken was my idol.  He revolutionized the position with his bat, defensive abilities, and he was out there everyday.  I'm excited about getting the opportunity to wear the same uniform as my boyhood idol Cal and to play the same position," AROD said.  The point about Alex playing SS for the Champs was dashed when Mike Lowell was traded for Victor Martinez.  Rodriguez stated, "I'll play wherever they want me to play."  When he was informed he'd be moving to the hot corner.  "If it was good enough for Schmidty, it's good enough for me," quipped AROD, "and Ripken moved over there himself".

Rodriguez went on to say, "Don't get me wrong, playing for Chuck Lucas & the Hitmen was like a dream come true and I wouldn't trade it for anything in the world.  Getting the opportunity to win four straight World Series and hit in the same lineup as BB, Carlos, & Manny, Javy, & Robby, who could ask for anything more?"  

This is the kind of winning tradition Alex Rodriguez brings to the Chicago Champions.  While Alex has been winning championships for the Hitmen, the Champions have been struggling to recapture the swagger of yesteryear.  So even if Miguel Cabrera goes on to become one of the best, we wish him well, because he brought one of the best to the Champions. 

Upperdeckers
We played the Chicks in the first round of the playoffs.  Chicks jump out to a big win in game one 8-0 with 2 homers and 5 RBIs from L Gonzalez.  We won the next two 8-6 and 5-4.  Game 4 was 14 innings with Furcal getting a triple in the bottom of the 14th to score Byrd.  Series MVP was Eric Hinske.

Up next was the great pitching of the Highlanders.  The Highlanders won the first three games outscoring us 19-9.  Game 4 Hernandez and Chipper homer to win 6-2.  Game 5 Hernandez and Andruw homer to win 3-2.  In game 6 there was no score going into the bottom of the 8th.  With 2 outs Hernandez hits a 2-run homer to win 2-0.  Game 7 Rob brings back his ace Hudson for his third start.  We elect to stick with our straight rotation pitching Barry Zito.  Rob was up 1-0 going into the bottom of the 6th.  Marlon Byrd got a single and a steal with Castillo on first to make it 2nd and 3rd with one out.  Chip hits a long fly to left, but it wasn’t deep enough to score Castillo.  Now with two outs Rob brings in Hasegawa to face Helton.  While Hasegawa trots in from the bullpen Helton is sitting there with the dice on his card with 11 face up.  I then roll the dice from Helton’s card and it lands 11 for a double and two runs.  Next batter is Hinske and he also rolls 11 for a single and steal in the second column to score Helton.  This gives us a 3-1 lead, which was enough to win the World Series.  Chipper Jones was named MVP for his 9 RBIs 2 doubles and 3 homers.

We went 14-16 for the weekend, which is better than I predicted.  We got exactly the players we wanted out of the draft that will add a lot of youth to our team.  Catcher John Buck, Rightfielder Alexis Rios, and Reliever Jesse Crain (who pitched for our Quad City River Bandits in 2002.)

SLUGGER STATEMENTS



So, just wondering…..how many times per year does someone steal home against you? Maybe never? Maybe once every seven years or so? How about twice in one weekend!!!….. So, just wondering part 2….how many times in a year do you lose a game on a dropped third strike? Maybe never? Welcome to Sluggerville, yes we did it, as well as allowing two steals of home- and Tim McCarver wasn’t even playing!



Even with all that BS happening, I still managed to have a great time. Danny was good to meet and seems like a nice addition to the league. (I have to hand it to you Mike, you have two good kids.) Danny/John- if I said or did anything stupid during our series, I apologize. As I was doing my stats, the games from our series were pretty hard to decipher. I guess I was at my peak for those six. I have us going 3-3, how about you? I remember waking up Sunday and wondering if I played Danny or John, then someone told me that I played three against each of them…..hard to figure out why I can’t win on these weekends, eh?



Don and I played our now annual pre-draft series, to the dismay of a few league members. Once again, he whooped me. He has taken control of the “expansion” series, I have trouble competing against the MPRF. As a matter of fact, my only win against him this year was an Estaban Loaiza CG.



Then after I finished Don, Mike continued his dominance over me. He took the first four, lead by ROY candidate Khalil Greene. He had a four hit game, then over three games he had three doubles, a triple and two homers. If you were listening to Bunchie Sr. you would’ve thought that I shut him out every game. He was complaining that he couldn’t roll good dice, as he beat me five games to one! I still like playing Mike, we always have some good laughs when we square off.



From one Bunch to the next, the Lower Deckers were next (ouch, that’s gonna cost me). First off, congrats to Marcus, what a great team, and to pull a BoSox comeback? Unbelievable, especially to do it against Mr. Baseball Rob Moore! But things look different this year in Colona. In four of our six games, the winning team scored three runs. Enough said? Marc only hit three HRs in the series, unheard of from this squad. Slugs took four Ws.



Bunch III and Brando were next. It looks like it was a fun, competitive series. We split here, four of the games decided by two runs or less. Doesn’t look like there was much pitching in the series, the losers scored 10, 8 and 8 in three of the games. We did combine for 20 dingers, so the fans were pretty happy. Unfortunately I don’t remember much about this series, I was too “tired”.



We finished up with the Tchix- no NASCAR replays, so Cart races, just regular old APBA. We played two games real late Saturday and I must have gotten pretty pissed off because there’s a rip in my scorebook. To indicate the end of an inning I put a checkmark next to the out. This time, I ended the game on a DP and the checkmark went through five pieces of paper! A game ending DP is bad enough, but my runner was on second base! I hate this *%#@*^% game! Only in Sluggerville. I avoided the sweep by taking game six, Kip Wells shutout the Chix.



So to recap, we went 11-19 and had a blast. Mike is the best president and I hope he never leaves! What a great job he did on the spreadsheet for our stats. Takes all the work out of it! I can’t wait til the end of April. Hopefully the Tar Heels will be wearing their crown!



Predictions:

Houston Rockets win the west and beat the defending champion Pistons in seven games.

Tampa Bay Lightning will remain the champs for another year.

George Steinbrenner will buy the Dominican Republic and claim all citizens as his.

Adam Dunn will win the HR crown.

Ryann Howard will be traded to an American League team (NY Yankees, hopefully).

Kazmir will be the first pick in the 06 Illowa draft.

Food for thought…….the Champion’s rookie shortstop BJ Upton’s name is Melvin Emanuel. I’m not saying anything, but I’m just wondering how he got that nickname??????????????…til next time

………….til next time

Tom’s 2005 IAL Fearless Predictions

The Shoo-Ins

1. Chicago Highlanders

Head for the Hills!  The Highlanders have finally come full circle and have become all Rob wanted them to be.  A lot has been made of his bullpen but this team is solid all around.  There isn’t a weak spot in the lineup and the starting staff is one of the best.  Rob should make the playoffs with no problem.

2. Northside Hitmen  

The Hitmen pitching is a little down and the hitting is slightly weaker than last year but I know better than to put Lucas lower than second.  They still have big bats in the lineup with Bonds, Ramirez, Delgado and Co.  Pedro and Smoltz will let the 9s slip through this year but he’s got Peavy now and he WON’T.  Don’t count them out for another possible first place finish.

3. Green Rock Bombers

This could be Papa Bunch’s year.  Once again, he’ll try to do it with a solid pitching staff.  In addition, they have a strong lineup even if they don’t have a catcher.  The acquisition of Rivera will help immensely.

The Contenders

4. Twin City Thunderchickens

Eternal Optimism puts our team in the last playoff spot but I think we have a legitimate shot.  Pujols is a little down from last year but otherwise we have a pretty solid lineup with no real weak spots in the lineup.  We sport a superior bench with big bats ready to come in to pinch hit.  Pitching is solid but not quite the staff we had in 2004.

5. Molly Putts Mauraders

I placed Don’s team last in my 2004 predictions.  I won’t make that mistake this year.  Don had a fantastic draft in 2004 (Lidge, V. Martinez, Matsui) and they’re coming to fruition now.  Though he no longer has Martinez, he was paid handsomely for his trouble in the form of 3B Lowell and C Molina.  This team spells playoff trouble in my book and probably belongs in the #4 spot on this list.

6. Moline Upperdeckers

Fresh off their World Series win, my guess is that Bunch Jr.’s squad aren’t ready to rest on their laurels quite yet.  A few players look to have down years (Wilson, Green, both Joneses) but a solid starting staff and a one-two punch of K-Rod and Percival out of pen will help this team compete for the big time.

The Pretenders

7. Chicago Champions

This team is rebuilding but they’ll get a few wins.  With A-Rod, Berkman, Carlos Lee and even Bagwell, it won’t be too hard to score some runs.  Pitching is their weak spot though and they’ll need to weave some magic to contend.  On paper, this team should go lower but I know Tedd better than that.

8. Aurora Gamblers

This will be the second year the Gamblers won’t make the playoffs.  Injuries to Walker and Ordonez will take their toll.  Too many holes in the lineup and pitching is down.  J Bay will definitely help this team this year and in the future.

9. State Street Sluggers

The Sluggers were the big disappointment in 2004.  True to their name, this year’s squad has a few sticks who can hit the long ball.  However, the Sluggers are short on quality pitching.  Look for them to be spoilers as they come on strong at the end of the season.

10. Rising Bamm! Beanos

I hate to do this to my cross-town buddy but it ain’t gonna happen in 2005.  With Garciaparra and Anderson down for half the season each, there are too many holes to fill.  With some luck, they may rise as far as 8th.  That said, the team is on its way up for the future.  Some good draft picks (Teixeira, Madritsch, Brazoban) and trade pick-ups (Wilkerson, Buehrle, Olivio) over the past two years will hopefully bode well for the Beanos.

T-Chix Fail in Playoffs

Start Anew in ’05 with 17-13 March

I honestly thought we were going to win it all.  It’s not that I thought we had a superior team or anything.  I just went into the postseason with the attitude that this was our year and we were going win the World Series.  No other option was present in our mind.  

Well, the Upperdeckers had other ideas.  We started out right.  Kevin Brown pitched a shutout for the first game.  We even had the lead in game 2.  But the Comeback Kid did his thing and won three straight and we were out of it before some people even got to the convention.  I guess we were put in our place.  Congrats, Mark..

This is the first year I can remember not having a rookie on the team.  We drafted Noah Lowry in the 3rd round.  After the draft was over, the Champions offered reliever Damaso Marte in exchange for him.  While I think Lowry has definite potential, Marte helps our team much more in the short term so we made the deal.  

So it was back to square one in 2005 for the Thunderchickens.  Considering that we started out 3-8 for the season and worked our way up to 17-13 for the weekend, I’d say we did all right.

Aurora Gamblers: 

Lost 2-4

Four of the six games were one run games.  Pujols started out the season with 2 HR in his first 2 at-bats and that was it for the series.  

Chicago Champions:

Lost 2-4

Game 3 was one of the best roller-coaster games ever in my APBA career.  This is what happens when you have two D plain starters facing each other.  

Tedd scored 5 in top of the 1st and I scored 4 in the bottom of of the frame… well heck, here’s the line score:

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	

	CC
	5
	2
	0
	2
	3
	0
	2
	0
	0
	3
	17

	TC
	4
	0
	3
	3
	0
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	14


Brian Giles kicked a FG in the top of the 10th and the Champs won 17-14.

Northside Hitmen

Won 6-0

Mmmm… that felt good.  Let’s say it again.

Won 6-0

I’d like to say this is because of brilliant managing or at least because we were really hitting the ball.  Fact is, Chuck couldn’t roll his way out of a paper bag.  I ALMOST felt sorry for him.  Almost.  

Here’s the big game of this series.  Game #1.  A Corey Koskie solo shot is responsible for the “1” you see there.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	

	TC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	NH
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Chicago Highlanders

3-3

Rob Moore has a history of comebacks with us.  I remember his team was down 10 runs against us about 3 years ago and came back to win.  This one wasn’t so dramatic but it still cheesed me off.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	

	CH
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	5
	2
	11

	TC
	3
	0
	3
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	10


Still, we were happy to come away with a split with the Highlanders.

State Street Sluggers

Won 4-2

With Anna looming large overhead, Varitek, Beltran and Pujols had back-to-back-to-back homers in game 1 in a losing cause.  We won the middle four before Wells pitched a shutout to make the Sluggers respectable.  

Thunderchicken Droppings:  Albert Pujols picked up where he left off last year.  He is batting .336 with 11 hr and 25 rbis…  Something tells me Nomo should be left in the pen.  So far this season, when he started, he has allowed 33 ER in 27 IP.  When he relieved, he has allowed 3 ER in 14 IP… Carlos Beltran has 4 doubles so far this season.  In 2004, Beltran had 2 doubles in 521 at-bats… Luis Gonzalez is slumping.  He went 7 for 68 with 2 HR for the weekend… Josh Phelps has 5 pinch hit doubles this season.

Tom

Bambi’s Illowa Final Standings for 2005

	Chicago Highlanders
	94
	68
	0.580

	Northside Hitmen
	90
	72
	0.556

	Green Rock Bombers
	86
	76
	0.531

	Twin City Thunderchickens
	84
	78
	0.519

	Moline Upperdeckers
	82
	80
	0.506

	Molly Putts Marauders
	82
	80
	0.506

	State Street Sluggers
	78
	84
	0.481

	Chicago Champions
	74
	88
	0.457

	Aurora Gamblers
	72
	90
	0.444

	Rising Bamm! Beano's
	68
	94
	0.420


The Chicago Highlanders have all the bases covered this year and will end up the top dog.  The lineup is strong top to bottom.  Three “B” starters and three “A” relievers make this team impossible to stop.

The Northside Hitmen can still hit man.  The pitching staff is still very good, but will come up short in a close series.  I really like the A-Rod for Cabrera trade for both teams.

The Green Rock Bombers did a great job of plugging their holes.  I think drafting Khalil Greene and trading the 1st round draft pick for M Rivera were the key moves for now and the future.

The Twin City Thunderchickens slide in safe to pick up the fourth slot and make the play-offs.  I have to root for the home boys.  

In reality The Moline Upperdeckers and the Molly Putts Marauders are both in the hunt for the fourth slot.  It’s really too close to call.  Look for the Upperdeckers pitching staff to be a lot stronger next year.  The Molly Putts Marauders may have a lot of holes to plug next year, but they’re definitely in the running this year.  They just need to get another series with the Bambies on their schedule.

The Sluggos should change their name to Mr. Bill as it seems like they always get their pitchers placed on the DL.  David Wright and David Bush were excellent draft picks.

The Chicago Champions sure did get young in a hurry.  They aren’t going anywhere this year, but just maybe they’ll be back next year.  Trader Tedd is looking for his young arms to pitch him to the play-offs in 2006.

The Aurora Gamblers have lots of old guys and are looking at a high draft pick next year.  They may still be a couple of years away from the play-offs. Look for the Gamblers to be  an active trader before next draft.

The Bambies seem to enjoy sitting on the bottom and this year will be no different.  The Bambies are hoping to have an upper level pitching staff next year and will be looking to pick up a top rookie slugging outfielder.  Maybe Nick Swisher.

Bombers Open 2005 on Winning Note

The Bombers added some new faces during the off season.  We picked up Darrin Erstad from the Upperdeckers for a second round draft pick.  Richie Sexson is having trouble with his shoulder and may not be ready to start the season, so Darrin was picked up as added insurance.  We traded one of our favorites in Edgar Renteria.  Edgar has always been one of our favorites but we had our eye on one of the new rookie shortstops in the draft and decided to get a little younger.  So we traded Luis Ayala and Edgar Renteria for Jose Valentin and a draft pick that we used to draft Khalil Greene.  Jose will play shortstop as we break the rookie Greene in slowly.  After Greene has established himself as the starting Shortstop Jose will move over to Thirdbase and spell Vinny Castilla as Vinny is starting to get older.  That means that Joe Crede was out of a job, so we included him in the deal to get Terrance Long.  Terrance will be the backup Outfielder as Tim Salmon is getting older and having injury problems of his own.  By acquiring Mr. Long  this left our first round draft pick free to be traded for a closer.  That closer is future “Hall of Fame” Mariano Rivera.  Mariano is the first step to a bullpen that will get us over the top and into the Play-offs.  We also drafted Mike Adams and Duaner Sanchez to go along with Ricardo Rincon.  We had picked up Rincon from the Upperdeckers in the Erstad trade giving up Brian Jordan.  So we now have the missing link, a Bull-pen.  The one ingredient that has been missing the last couple of years is a Bull-pen.  We will have to wait and see if it is enough.


We started the season with the Sluggers.  Jim Edmonds and the rookie Khalil Greene were the big boppers.  Jim hit .480 with two triples and 5 homers for 18 RBI’s.  The rookie hit .455 with 3 doubles, 1 triple and 2 homers.  Livan Hernandez picked up two wins in the series.  Series 5-1 Bombers


The Champions were up next.  Vinny was the offense hitting .381 with 5 homers and 12 RBI’s.  Four different pitchers picked up a win.  Series 4-2 Bombers


The Gamblers were next.  Alfonzo Soriano provided the offense hitting .462 with three homers and 13 RBI’s.  Josh Fogg picked up two wins.  Series 4-2 Bombers


The Hitmen kicked our ass.  The offense hit .149 as a team.  The pitching staff gave up 11 homers and 34 runs.  We were lucky to get two wins in the series.  Series 4-2 Hitmen


The Highlanders hitting was as cold as it gets.  We held them to 24 runs.  Jerome Williams threw a 1-hit Shutout,  the only hit beinf a two out single by Reggie Sanders.  Livan Hernandez also had a 5-hit Shutout.  Series 4-2 Bombers.


So we finished the first month at 19-11.  The offense was better than I thought it was.  Edmonds has 28 RBI’s, Soriano has 27 RBI’s and Vinny has 26 RBI’s.  The team is hitting .242 which is a little low but 48 HR’s is alright.  Livan Hernandez and Jason Marquis both have 4 wins.  Mariano Rivera has 7 saves.  The team Era is 4.33 which is acceptable.  Next month is the Marauders so we will see if we are play-off material or not.

Aurora Gamblers
I hope Joe Mauer stays healthy this season.  He’d sure look good in a Gambler uniform.  After the first weekend we are already looking towards next season.  This is by far the worst start to a season in Gambler history – 10-20.  After hitting the ball like crazy against the T-Chix in the first series the offense went away for the rest of the weekend.  Against the Molly Putts we actually played uglier than the plate looks.  We hit .157, scored 20 runs and hit 3 dingers in the six games.  It was putrid.  Against the Bammbeanos, John took 2 of the first three and then Danny came along and scored 30 runs in games 4 and 5.  It was not pretty.  Hopefully we can rebound next month.  Oh wait … we play the Hitmen.  Maybe we can rebound in May.  Oh wait … we have to play those SOB’s who just kicked our asses.  Maybe we can rebound in 2006!

Well baseball season is upon us.  Here are my predictions for the upcoming season.

NL East – Somehow some way the Braves will win it again.  Until they prove otherwise I have no reason to go against them.

NL Central – I think the Cards repeat in the division as well as the LCS.  I also predict this is the season the Buccos finally finish at or above .500.  When your team has 20 bucks to spend on payroll that’s what you root for.

NL West – I’m going with my pick from last season, the Padres.

AL East – Yankees.

AL Central – I like Cleveland for some reason this year.

AL West – I don’t see why the Angels can’t win it again.  They are also my pick to win the AL.

WS - Cardinals

Later,

Todd


    WHAT'S GOING ON?

The natives are getting restless!!!  It's been since 1996 that the Chicago Champions won their tenth championship.  That's a lot of dice rolls!  And the thing is, where is this team going?  Does anybody know what's going on?  It used to be that whatever the team needed it went out and got it, but now it seems as though major rebuilding is going on every off season.  Last year the Champions brought in Miguel Cabrera, Alex Cintron, Miguel Olivo, Jeremy Bonderman, Jimmy Gobble, Julio Mateo, & Laynce Nix as rookies.  All of those rookies, but Bonderman were dealt before their sophomore seasons.  This year's Champions head north with Zack Greinke, B.J. Upton, Justin Morneau, Grady Sizemore, Noah Lowry, Neal Cotts, & Jose Castillo as this year's freshman class.  Will these guys be traded away before they become good?  Have the Champions become nothing more than a glorified farm team?  

Before you cash in your season's tickets and change your allegiance to another ball club lemme tell you the way I see it.  The only players traded away that might come back to bite the Champions in the butt are Miguel Cabrera, Mark Buehrle, & Jimmy Gobble.  While the Champions have added AROD, Zack Greinke, Justin Morneau, Victor Martinez, & Grady Sizemore.  All of these players are guys to get excited about and should be with the team for the long haul.  That's not to mention B.J. Upton whom the Champions drafted with their #1.  Noah Lowry was acquired for Damasso Marte.  And the Champs picked up Neal Cotts & Jose Castillo with a couple of extra picks.

You have to give up something to get something.  Miguel Cabrera is an outfielder with tremendous hitting ability!  Cabrera is only 21 years old, played limited time with the Champs, and looks ready to burst onto the scene for the Northside Hitmen.  Still there was no way the Champions could pass up the ability to pick up the veteran leadership of AROD.  Mark Buehrle finished up this past year on a high note and seems poised to carry that success over to the pitching starved Bamm Beanos.  With Greg Maddux getting up in age, it was time to make the move to get another Maddux.  That might be a lot of pressure to place on a rookie hurler, but this isn't any ordinary rookie.  The Z-Man has got it all together.  Greinke has great control, poise, and ability.  The other guy the Champs hated to give up was the Turkey, Jimmy Gobble.  Gobble didn't pitch alot as a rookie southpaw, but at times he was overpowering.  This year Jimmy will be pitching for the Aurora Gamblers.

Besides picking up AROD & Greinke, the Champs are very excited about adding Morneau, Upton, Sizemore, Martinez, Lowry, Cotts, & Castillo.  Victor Martinez joins AROD in the starting lineup.  It's not often you can pickup a switch hitting backstop with the ability of Victor.  This trade reminds alot of Champion fans of another trade made with Don Smith a long time ago that brought a catcher to the Champions.  Greg Luzinski was the missing link sought after by Don Smith & the Davenport Fire, Gary Carter was sent to the Champs in a three way deal with the Bombers.  Now Mike Lowell was the missing piece sent to the Marauders for Martinez.  Hopefully Martinez can fulfill his promise just as Carter did many moons ago.  Justin Morneau & Jose Castillo are being groomed as replacements for greybeards Jeff Bagwell & Bret Boone.  Morneau has alot of power and looks like the real deal, while Castillo is learning to play secondbase, but he can really rip.  Grady Sizemore can do it all in the outfield!  Sizemore can cover the ground in centerfield and seems to have some pop in his bat.  Noah Lowry is slated to take Gobble's spot in the rotation.  Noah has a good change and will be brought along slowly.  It is hoped that Neal Cotts will take Damasso Marte's spot in the pen.  But one of the most exciting kids on the squad has got to be Bossman Junior!  B.J. Upton can really play ball!  

This year's rebuilding looks different than past efforts in that there is some really good young talent on this team!  It might take a couple of years, but the Champions look set to slip some rings onto their toes in the near future.  The future looks so bright, you gotta wear shades!!!   

Molly Putts Marauders For MARCH:

            THE DRAFT: I thought that the first four picks would be Bay, Upton, Morneau & Wright. If so, I was going to take Chad Cordero. I thought that if anybody slipped out of the Top Four, it would be Morneau. I would have chosen him over Cordero. Instead, Jason Bay dropped out. I thought about it for most of my allotted time, then stayed with Cordero. In APBA, as in life, it seems that the longer a guy ponders, the more likely it becomes that he returns to his original decision. In a “toss-up choice,” I couldn’t get past Bay’s wrist injury this spring. Plus, I didn’t want to give MOB a REAL closer. Little did I know that he would swap the Bay Pick for the “ultimate closer.” I smell a “GM of the Year” award for El Presidente…I mentioned last month that if I got my wish in both rounds, I would be going with Olerud and Spiezio at 1B. My ideal second round pick was Bobby Crosby. I thought Chuck would be the only one to draft a SS after Upton, and had a hunch he preferred Greene. After the Renteria trade, I knew that I wouldn’t get Crosby (who might be Cal Ripken). :~~((  Instead, for the first time in the 9 years I’ve been back, I took a card. Adam LaRoche. Tedd will likely excoriate me for this. I thought last year’s C- was bad: wait until we see what THIS move earns. Since I don’t expect much, anything LaRoche does from this day forward will be a pleasant surprise. But he’s sure going to help me this year. I’ll go out on a limb & predict that Molly Putts will have a winning record in 2005.


ONE MORE TRADE: I traded Brad Ausmus back to Nick for Omar Vizquel. Interestingly, neither of us wanted to do this deal. Limitations forced the move. How will I tell Royce? Nothing to tell. Royce & Omar will roughly split the job. I think Royce will hit enough to claim over 50% of the AB’s, but we’ll see.

MARCH PLAY: The Boys went 20-10 (YIPPEE) for March, our best record ever at a Meeting Weekend. We were 3-3 vs. Chuck and 2-4 vs. Rob. Then we switched Matsui to 3rd in the order, dropping Vladimir and Lowell one place each. Hideki had been batting either second or sixth. We went 5-1 against Nick, Todd (Goodbye, Plate – it will likely be back in May, but even brief success is good) and Tedd. Maybe the lineup switch had less to do with it than the fact that ICHIRO hit in all 18 games. Nice little streak going into April. I’ll probably use the same pitching patterns in the May games, trying to repeat my success…We might even be in first place. 

Major League Division predictions: American League: Red Sox, Twins, Angels. Wild card: Texas. National League: Braves, Houston, I don’t know if ANYBODY is good enough to win the West. Wild card: Vinny’s Nationals.

Good luck to all in April games. We get BOTH Bunch’s. Cruel schedule.

Northside     Hitmen
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Twin Cities     Thunderchickens
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17

2

2

0

0
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5
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39

22

21

13

25

2

2

0

0

5.06
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14

0

0
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19

19

8

9

0

0

0
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Nomo, H

9
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1
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0

0
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Moline     Upperdeckers
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0
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5
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0

0
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0
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0

0

9.33

8
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35
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4

0
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6
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5

5
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4
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Crain, J
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0
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Chicago     Highlanders
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.222

Damon, J

30

129

22

28

6

2

5

19

11

11

3

0
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4

6
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0

3

5

1

7
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0
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1

2

0
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1

0

1

0

0
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.154

Palmeiro, R

19
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2
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0

0

.143
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16

0

0
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Green Rock     Bombers
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8
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3

0
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.200

.350
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6

1

0

4
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4
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0

0
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.576
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4

5

0

1

1

4

1

4

0

0
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1
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0

3

5
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0
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1013

170

245

47

9

48

163

108

205

12

9

.242

.448
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6
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4
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Molly Putts     Marauders
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State Street     Sluggers
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Aurora     Gamblers
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Chicago     Champions
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 Catcher's Throwing Chart

Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 13 and the

runner on first has a first column 11.  Roll one dice and cunsult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 10 or 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36

12-39          32-39          52-39
13-37          33-38          53-37
14-39          34-39          54-39
15-36          35-36          55-36
16-40          36-40          56-40
21-41          41-41          64-41
22-36          42-40          62-37
23-23          43-23          63-23
24-40          44-36          64-40
25-36          45-37          65-40
26-40          46-40          66-38

ERROR          CARD

11-20          31-18          51-18
12-21          32-16          52-21
13-17          33-20          53-17
14-19          34-15          54-15
15-20          35-18          55-20
16-19          36-18          56-19
21-15          41-21          61-18
22-20          42-18          62-18
23-17          43-16          63-16
24-15          44-20          64-18
25-20          45-17          65-21
26-16          46-19          66-20
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