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Presidents Corner;  Our draft convention will be March 9,10,11 in Chicago.  Please send in you final stats as soon as possible so I can update the League History file.  See everyone in March
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NO MELT DOWN EXPECTED


The Champions are limping toward the finish line and hopefully a playoff position will be waiting there at regular season's end.  But nothing is guarranteed with five playoff teams and only four playoff slots.  There will be one very good team, on the outside looking in.  We played NAHTING in December so we're holding at 17 games over .500, needing to win five of nine to reach the 90 win plateau.  But more important than that would be making the playoffs.  "Making the playoffs & winning the World Series is what it's all about.  And why we brought in Mark Buehrle, ARod, & Josh Beckett", GM Tedd Mallasch quipped.  Now this team is right on the door step and with a little luck, will make it.  The five teams still in the running are the Twin City Thunderchickens, the State Street Sluggers, the Three River Gamblers, and your very own Chicago Champions.  We get back in action against the playoff hungry, Sluggers in January.


We've gotten major contributions from everyone in the lineup, Grady Sizemore & Alex Rodriguez have been HUGE!  They are currently #1 & #2 in the league in RBI's (with Grady holding a slight lead) and Alex is tied for the HR lead with Albert Pujols.  Backstop Victor Martinez has driven in over 100 runs.  214 baseballs have left the yard off Champion bats.  And the pitchers haven't been all that bad either.  All five starting pitchers have at least 12 wins, none has a losing record, nor an ERA above 4.00.  The leader in wins has been BAM, Brett Allen Myers, with a record of 17-3 and a solid 2.99 ERA.  Jose Valverde has saved 18 games.  And the staff ERA is at 3.91.


I find myself thinking about the rookie draft and my lineup for next year constantly.  Considering how each rookie would fit into my Champion team, now don't you guys go out & take my players, and mess me up.  I don't tend to give much thought about my pitching staff for next year.  I guess 4 C's & a D rotation, with nothing in the pen, will do that to you.  But we do have seven draft choices, so anything's possible.  But with where I'll probably end up picking, next year doesn't look to good as far as the playoffs are concerned.  I should probably be thinking about my last series of the year, the playoffs, the World Series, the rookie draft, next year's season, and THEN next year's playoffs.  Sorry, kinda got ahead of myself there.


Speaking of next year's rookie draft...  It sure looks as though Daisuke Matsazaka might be the class of it!  He just signed a $52 million dollar deal with the Boston Red Sox, that could get as high as $60 million.  Besides all that, this Japanese 26 year old righthander has the perfect name for an APBA pitcher (it's pronounced DICE-K).  How cool is that!


I know it's not even 2007 yet, and I'm the one always bitching about not being able to plan ahead, but I need to know ASAP when we're having our IAL World Series/Opening Day Weekend.  I'll pretty much be out of the Chicago COLD from the middle of January till late in March.  I'll be going to Santa Barbara, Florida, & Arizona, with a week in Waupaca sprinkled in there, but I'll be spending all my time there at a hotel with an indoor pool.  I know you're all looking to see where you can sign up for my life, but that position has already been taken.  Cheap flights go away quickly, especially with Spring Break.  Anyway, back to the subject at hand, I've put five sleeping rooms ($69 per nite for 2 nites) and a conference room ($150) for Saturday on a courtesy hold, that goes away at year end.  


I've been working hard on Tom's baseball blog, thebaseballzealot.com and his podcast baseballzealotradio.com.  It's been a lot of fun, a labor of love.  Also joining Tom has been Todd, Don, & Shawn (a Champaign friend of Tom's), not to mention - TOM!  He is DA MAN!  I'm truly impressed with as professional as everything looks.  Tom, you are brilliant!  It would really jack me up if you other guys would stop by and leave comments from time to time.

CHICAGO SPORTS: 


The Chicago Bears are having a great season, but don't know if they can go all the way with a very inexperienced QB in Rex Grossman.  I'm not saying, bench him, I'm just saying, pull him, when he's having an off game.  But I'm not the coach and I'm really not a football guy.  Although I must admit to scouting Devin Hester when he was a sophomore at the University of Miami.  I was coaching an online football team in the NetFL and followed some college guys, because we actually had our rookie draft right after the NFL Draft, and before the guys played a game in the NFL.  I was excited about knowing about Hester and I'm sure he'd have played for the Mallasch Monsters.  Not to brag, but I selected TE Chris Cooley of the Washington Redskins with my 10th and final rookie pick the year I left the league.  Hey, if they do make it to Miami, anybody wanna join me for the Superbowl down there?  It'll prolly be KRAZY expensive, maybe I'll just watch it on TV, still it'd be AWESOME to be there!   

DA BULLS...  The Chicago Bulls may very well win 55+ games this year, a very nice season.  But I doubt they will win it all, because they don't have a single star player, and their coach isn't right for the job, IMHO.  Scott Skiles still hasn't found roles for his players and seems more concerned about matching up with the other team, rather than throwing his guys out there, and having the other coach worry about matchups.  PJ Brown is a big guy that was brought in to help with size right now.  The old veteran is having a tough time getting it going off the bench.  While Andres Nocioni & Luol Deng are very similar in size.  It would make more sense to me if Nocioni came in off the bench, with Brown starting.  There are other things I'd do, but whatever it would take to get Kevin Garnett here, would be a nice start.  Oh yeah, and I'm not a Kirk Hinrich fan.


I'm gonna do it, I have to do it, they deserve a mention, the Chicago Blackhawks have been playing solid hockey under Denis Savard, and a playoff slot is in the cards for this year.  Wirtz & GM Dale Tallon have gone out and brought in some talent.  Martin Havlat & Michal Handzus ignited the offense in the early going, before Handzus was injured and will miss most of the regular season (he might be back for the playoffs).  The story might have ended at that, but then Tallon picked up Peter Bondra.  They got Bondra for the discount price of $500,000 for a full season, which breaks down to $375,000 for the games he'll play.  He scored a goal in his first game as a Hawk and he certainly can put the biscuit in the basket.  Am HUGE fan of the speedy former Wolve Karl Stewart.  And how could you not love the Bulin Wall, Nikolai Khabibulin!    

SLUGGER STATEMENTS

After taking care of the Hitmen, the Slugs were looking at the playoffs seriously for the first time in our history. Rob came to town, and we get a little nervous about that. The Highlanders took eight in our first meeting and was hoping this would not be the case again.

We won only three this time around, keeping everyone in striking distance. Rob’s stellar staff kept me scoreless for 31 consecutive innings, including THREE STRAIGHT SHUTOUTS! That was fun.

So we head into January 15 games over .500. We have to take on the mighty Champions. If my math is right, if we win 4 or more we’re guaranteed our first ever post-season appearance! I can’t believe it!! I might actually have to dust off the constitution to read some rules, never had to worry about THAT before!

Merry Christmas/Happy New Year to All!! See you in March (or February, who knows)

…………………..til next time

Thunderchickens’ win against Molly Putts takes the pressure off

After splitting the first six games, the Twin Cities Thunderchickens won the last three games against Molly Putts to win the series 6-3.  This puts the T-chix at 86-67 and probably in first place.  Facing last-place Bamm-Beanos in January, they look to be in good position for the playoff picture.  

Don had some bad luck for the series.  He had a rough series but unfortunately for him, not bad enough.  He won just enough games to lower his position in the draft.  

The MVP in the series in my opinion, was Orlando Hudson.  In 7 games, he hit .231 with 2 runs and 4 rbis.  

Not convinced??  Time after time, he stopped ground balls from going into the outfield and making spectacular plays.  He must have won at least two games on his defense alone.  Any doubts, ask Don.  To add further frustration on his part, he was rolling double numbers on the error card when this happened when he would much rather be rolling them on his guys’ cards.  

Anyway, this series made me realize that if I can’t unload Ray “1-4-5-6, 2B-7” Durham next year, I know who *I’m* going to play at secondbase.

Good luck to everyone in the playoff hunt.

Highlanders Trying to Keep Head Above Water in Playoff Hunt

The Highlanders played the Ventresca brothers in December – We played Todd first (in our first January series) and Nick second (in our December series).  We're somewhat temporally confused.

First (second?) was the Gamblers.  We played the Three Rivers Team in Aurora, and the time-space anomalies must have been messing with us, as we dropped the first 3 games before we got our bearings.  We recovered, but it was an uphill battle, as the Highlanders took 4 of the last six to avoid disaster and go 4-5.  Johnny Damon and Vernon Wells led the offensive charge, such as it is, and Roger Clemens gave up two hits over ten innings.

On Christmas Eve, the Highlanders travelled into Chicago to take on the State Street Sluggers, who are actually situated off of Sheridan.  Things were much more even to start with – the Highlanders and Sluggers split the first four games.  Roger Clemens allowed five runs for the first time this year, but an 8th inning Ronnie Belliard homer saved him from the loss.

Jon Garland pitched eight shutout innings in game five, the first of three consecutive shutouts (30 shutout innings).  Clemens threw five and a third in game six to get his 20th win, and Roy Oswalt went nine to complete the third shutout.  In game eight Bartolo Coloon gave up a run in the second, but threw ten innings to pick up the win when Reggie Sanders hit a pinch-hit home run – in his last appearance of the year.

The Sluggers jumped on Tim Hudson in game nine to avoid getting really beat up, and the Highlanders ended up with 6 wins in 9 games.  Migeul Tejada, Johnny Damon, and Marcus Giles did the heavy lifting offensively.

Clemens is now 20-3 with a 1.62 ERA, while Jon Garland is 17-7,  3.14.  Hudson, Oswalt, and Colon all have ERA's under 3.50 and losing records, pointing out the offensive troubles we've had.  Next up is the Hitmen – and we probably need to win six to have a shot at the playoffs…

Chicago     Highlanders
[image: image13.wmf]Player

G

AB

R

H

2B

3B

HR

RBI

BB

SO

SB

HBP

AVG

SLG

OBP

Belliard, R

102

130

20

29

4

0

9

26

10

17

0

1

.223

.462

.284

Beltre, A

150

538

52

117

32

2

15

60

33

110

0

0

.217

.368

.263

Damon, J

140

500

71

140

18

6

8

30

33

70

17

3

.280

.388

.328

Durazo, E

4

4

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

.000

.000

.000

Giles, M

145

560

91

126

35

6

16

62

72

119

9

1

.225

.395

.314

Hall, T

38

124

11

37

6

0

2

16

5

12

0

1

.298

.395

.331

Palmeiro, R

96

278

24

71

11

0

12

36

18

48

0

2

.255

.424

.305

Quinlan, R

27

35

9

11

5

0

2

5

5

1

0

0

.314

.629

.400

Rodriguez, I

124

447

53

107

29

6

17

54

22

74

5

2

.239

.445

.278

Sanders, R

93

294

51

75

17

1

22

54

21

63

3

5

.255

.544

.316

Sheffield, G

144

553

70

124

18

4

25

86

55

85

3

0

.224

.407

.294

Shelton, C.

95

341

53

72

12

2

15

42

31

84

0

4

.211

.390

.285

Tejada, M

153

598

84

161

46

3

37

108

31

84

1

4

.269

.542

.310

Wells, V

134

472

58

116

22

0

23

61

41

59

2

1

.246

.439

.307

Pitchers

153

326

29

51

4

2

0

17

18

121

0

3

.156

.181

.207

Totals

153

5200

676

1237

259

32

203

657

395

948

40

27

.238

.417

.295


[image: image14.wmf]Pitcher

G

GS

CG

IP

H

R

ER

BB

SO

W

L

Sv

Sho

ERA

Calero, K

51

0

0

50 2/3

36

21

21

31

46

5

6

0

0

3.73

Clemens, R

30

30

4

205

78

40

37

63

182

20

3

0

3

1.62

Colon, B

31

31

0

207

161

89

79

58

160

8

12

0

0

3.43

Garland, J

31

31

3

214 2/3

157

76

75

72

123

17

7

0

2

3.14

Gonzalez, M

48

0

0

42 2/3

28

16

14

12

41

2

1

38

0

2.95

Halama, J.

8

1

0

17 2/3

30

22

22

6

9

1

2

1

0

11.21

Hasegawa, S

35

0

0

52 2/3

56

33

29

13

29

1

0

0

0

4.96

Hudson, T

27

27

2

175

134

70

65

56

92

9

11

0

0

3.34

King, R

37

0

0

34 2/3

31

16

13

17

21

2

2

0

0

3.38

Madson, R

61

0

0

71 1/3

80

61

58

24

65

1

7

2

0

7.32

Oswalt, R

33

33

2

228 1/3

165

93

81

62

159

10

15

0

0

3.19

Urbina, U

57

0

0

70 2/3

61

40

40

33

58

6

5

2

0

5.09

Totals

153

153

11

1370 1/3

1017

577

534

447

985

82

71

43

5

3.51


Green Rock     Bombers
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Molly Putts     Marauders
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Rising     Bamm-Beano’s
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Twin Cities     Thunderchickens
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.321

Gonzalez, L

134

477

87

119

29

0

24

71

46

78

2

15

.249

.461

.335

Durham, R.
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4
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25
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.391
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1
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45
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116
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5
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.325
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0

.157
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Totals
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Northside     Hitmen
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Chicago     Champions
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Moline     Upperdeckers
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Three Rivers     Gamblers
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31

31

2

186

140

99

85

95

165

10

13

0

0

4.11

Robertson, N.

32

32

2

185

222

128

114

66

112

8

12

0

0

5.55

Brown, K.

25

10

5

117 1/3

159

90

84

36

73

4

6

1

0

6.44

Gobble, J.

38

0

0

77 1/3

99

67

62

44

68

0

0

0

0

7.22

Totals

162

162

31

1456 2/3

1307

725

659

534

1041

87

75

45

5

4.07


State Street     Sluggers
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Navarro, D.

47

153

22

45

10

1

3

23

18

15

1

0

.294

.431

.368

Walker, L.

92

282

61

82

16

2

17

44

31

58

0

12

.291

.543

.385

Wright, D

146

542

87

156

57

0

24

92

111

89

10

4

.288

.526

.412

Sweeney, M

111

378

62

106

31

0

23

79

26

31

0

3

.280

.545

.332

Walker, T

103

347

47

93

27

1

10

38

34

48

1

1

.268

.438

.335

Howard, R.

81

265

37

71

15

4

13

44

32

72

1

1

.268

.502

.349

Gonzalez, LA

113

374

37

97

28

0

5

44

20

60

3

4

.259

.374

.304

Young, M

150

594

94

153

30

4

31

100

61

76

3

1

.258

.478

.328

Podsednik, S

118

446

63

109

36

0

2

34

47

71

38

1

.244

.339

.318

Beltran, C.

140

513

68

121

38

4

16

60

53

108

18

0

.236

.419

.307

Burrell, P

144

513

80

108

20

4

27

81

104

110

0

1

.211

.423

.345

Pierzynski, A

113

414

33

82

17

0

12

49

12

79

1

8

.198

.326

.235

Grissom, M

39

36

4

6

1

0

1

2

1

1

0

0

.167

.278

.189

Pitchers

153

363

29

53

4

2

0

20

14

134

0

2

.146

.168

.182

Totals

153

5220

724

1282

330

22

184

710

564

952

76

38

.246

.423

.324
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Tavarez, J.

42

0

0

51 2/3

22

11

8

11

37

4

1

2

0

1.39

Sisco, A.

53

0

0

66 1/3

29

19

16

25

73

5

6

1

0

2.17

Loaiza, E

31

31

6

205 2/3

173

84

70

51

144

15

9

0

2

3.06

Ray, C.

25

0

0

30

15

11

11

11

31

3

2

6

0

3.30

Blanton, J.

29

29

3

182 1/3

145

76

72

61

114

15

9

0

2

3.55

Bush, D

19

18

3

120 1/3

100

55

48

29

77

7

8

0

1

3.59

Webb, B.

31

31

7

212 1/3

192

107

89

59

161

13

13

0

3

3.77

Baez, D

53

0

0

62 1/3

46

32

30

34

47

5

5

22

0

4.33

Bonderman, J.

20

20

5

139

129

80

71

56

109

6

7

0

1

4.60

Benson, K

24

24

3

159 1/3

165

89

85

44

96

6

9

0

0

4.80

Pineiro, J

36

0

0

94

107

56

54

29

53

3

0

2

0

5.17

Wood, K

11

0

0

22 1/3

24

15

15

8

21

2

0

3

0

6.05

Wells, K

24

0

0

43

55

42

34

26

34

0

0

0

0

7.12

Totals

153

153

27

1388 2/3

1202

677

603

444

997

84

69

36

9

3.91


 Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD                                                        ERROR          CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36                                               11-20          31-18          51-18

12-39          32-39          52-39                                               12-21          32-16          52-21
13-37          33-38          53-37                                               13-17          33-20          53-17
14-39          34-39          54-39                                               14-19          34-15          54-15
15-36          35-36          55-36                                               15-20          35-18          55-20
16-40          36-40          56-40                                               16-19          36-18          56-19
21-41          41-41          64-41                                               21-15          41-21          61-18
22-36          42-40          62-37                                               22-20          42-18          62-18
23-23          43-23          63-23                                               23-17          43-16          63-16
24-40          44-36          64-40                                               24-15          44-20          64-18
25-36          45-37          65-40                                               25-20          45-17          65-21
26-40          46-40          66-38                                               26-16          45-19          66-20

      Pitcher’s Hitting Card

11-   7-1     31- 13-6     51- 39-6

12- 25-7     32- 26-6     52- 27-6

13- 13-6     33-   8-1     53- 21-6

14- 30-6     34- 31-6     54- 32-6

15-   9-2     35- 13-6     55-   9-2

16- 28-6     36- 33-6     56- 34-7

21- 30-6     41- 24-6     61- 13-6

22-   8-1     42- 13-6     62- 13-6

23- 12-6     43- 29-6     63- 32-6

24- 13-6     44-   8-1     64- 13-6

25- 36-2     45- 14-6     65- 35-7

26- 13-6     46- 29-6     66-   0-1
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