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Presidents Corner;  Our draft convention is March 9, 10, & 11 in Naperville.
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Highlanders Slump Their Way to the Finish

The Highlanders needed to win 5 games to force a tie with the Gamblers for the 4th likely playoff spot, and went into their series with the Northside Hitmen with high hopes, but couldn't close the deal once again.  The bullpen and hitting were just not up to par, and the team dropped six of nine.

Game eight was emblematic of the entire year – Bartolo Colon came into the game with innings to burn, and threw nine no-hit innings.  Unfortunately, Brad Penny threw nine shutout innings.  Colon came out for bottom of  the 10th inning, and retired Chase Utley, Miguel Cabrera, and Manny Ramirez.  Vernon Wells singled to start the 11th, Rafael Palmeiro struck out, and Marcus Giles got a pinch hit single, making it 1st and 3rd with one out.  Toby Hall pinch hit for the sole purpose of squeezing in Wells, and fouled off two pitches.  He then swung away, hitting into a innings ending double play.

Colon came out for the 11th and retired Carlos Delgado and Kevin Mench.  Then rookie catcher Brian McCann caught hold of a pitch and drove it out of the park – no no-hitter, no shutout, no win.

Roger Clemens picked up win #21, ending up 21-3 with a 1.66 ERA and 3 no-hitters – the only no-hitters in Highlander history.  He is the presumptive Cy Young winner, and a solid candidate for MVP.  Miguel Tejada hit 40 homers and drove in 117 runs, hitting .271/.547/.315.  He's the only hitter who accomplished much of anything all year.

We're on the fence for 2007, we could go for it, or we could break up the team and rebuild.  We're taking offers for almost every single player – the only one I'd say is untouchable is Roy Oswalt.  We're interested in seeing what interest Roger Clemens brings…

Northside- January 2007 

 Long Playoff Stretch Run end at the Hands of The Sluggers

It was a long climb back to respectability after a disastrous 36-51 start. The Hitmen played great ball from that point of the season on as they went 38-19 to put themselves in decent shape and facing the last two series of the year. First up was the Sluggers. There’s not a lot to tell about this series except after 10(?) years of frustration the Sluggers were not going to be denied. After all our hard work we looked up and the Sluggers had smashed their way to an 8-1 series victory and an almost certain playoff birth. Congrats to Nick- you’ve been waiting a long time.

 (If by some chance you go 1-8 or something against Tedd then substitute the line

“I can’t believe you choked again!) 

 We closed out the year versus the Highlanders and as a bitter team that was going to fall a little bit short of the playoffs we managed to take out our frustrations on the Highlanders . The Hitmen went 6-3 to finish the year at 81-81. All in all considering where we started the year there were some things to be proud of- the fact that we never quit and some things to lament in the long off-season.

 Here are some of the things that we’re lamenting and are key contributors to this 

year’s disappointment:

Martinez 8-17  4.83 Era (B pitcher) This line says a lot.  

Here’s the hitters story:

Ausmus   .187  (386 ab’s)

Berroa     .174  (339 ab’s)

Blalock   .198   (485 ab’s )

Boone     .186   (113 ab’s)

Hinske     .199   (176 ab’s)

Pitchers    .121 ( 397 ab’s)

That’s 1800 abs at less than .200!! That too explains a lot.

There were a few nice performance by the boys:

Utley 48 -4-25  101 runs and 72 rbi

Crosby who lashed 47 extra base hits in just 325 ab’s

Hernandez 1.99 and 27 saves and Smoltzie doing his usual fine job 10-9 3.49

Next year baby next year!!!
CHAMPS KEEP ROLLING

7 COME 11

"BABY NEEDS A NEW PAIR OF SHOES!"
The anticipation of the last series of the year pitting the State Street Sluggers against the Chicago Champions, with playoff implications on the line, spilled all the way into February.  Before heading to sunny(?) Florida, I gave a copy of my cards to BIG MIKE, along with my limits.  Nick & I really tried to play the games in January, but I had a death of a friend's wife in Waupaca, had to go to Santa Barbara to help Lee, and there was NO WAY we could have known Nicky V's birthday bash at the Claddagh Ring was gonna be SO MUCH FUNN that neither of us would be able to hear the opening bell the next day.  We only needed ONE game to nail down a playoff slot, and I KNEW that BIG MIKE would cover me.  As time went on, it became obvious that I'd need to cut my visit to Florida short, BIG MIKE & Nick still hadn't talked, so homeward bound here I come!  Got home in time to see Da Bears lose AND lose $100 of my money.  The new "playoff look" Sluggers arrived at my place Monday at 4:45 PM, 8:15 PM all 9 were played, even with pizza being eaten & limits being watched!
Mark Buehrle bested Brandon Webb 3-1 in game #1, quickly dispelling the question, "would the Champs choke?"  Carlos Lee ripped a two run BOMB to pace Chicago.  The first five games were at Sluggerville.  There were long suffering fans to watch their heroes get into the playoffs for the first time.  After Zack Greinke, making his 1st start of the season, put the Champions up 3-1, allowing no earned runs in a complete game performance, and with Greg Maddux up 5-2 in State Street's last regular season game of the year, it looked like some road work might be in order.  But then Neal Cotts came in to allow three runs over two innings, with a two run lead, and Ryan Howard got the RBI single that proved to be the game winner!  And just like that, "STATE STREET HAS MADE THE PLAYOFFS!"
No time to ponder the point, there were games to be played, playoff matchups to be determined.  Three games to go...  Pinch runner Marquis Grissom stole home on the front end of a double steal to give the Sluggers a 4-3 8th inning lead in game seven, but Manager Nick showed his machismo by pitching to ARod in the bottom of the frame with the tying run on 2nd, after ARod connected State Street was chasing one.  But Nick's boys showed BIG KAHONIES scoring two in the 9th for a 6-5 winner!  THE BUTLER Benson bested Jorge Julio 2-1 in game 8, to knot the series at four.
With one game to go, it would come down to Kerry Wood versus Zack Greinke for 2nd place on the line!  There was a lot of tension in the air, and we were able to crank this puppy out in about 17 minutes.  Strange Brew, Sandy Alomar was ejected on a called "strike", and Victor Martinez had to come into the final game with NO AT BATS LEFT.  The argument on the called "strike" kinda made sense, as Greinke walked a guy in the 8th, and three more in the 9th, and the veteran catcher thought his pitcher was getting squeezed.  Zack survived allowing 2 first inning runs, and went on to best Woody 4-2, posting complete game win numero dos.
If this series was any kind of a preview of what to expect when these two teams meet in March, it out to be a "real barn burner!"  The other first round action is between Tom Nelshoppen's T*Chix & the Gamblers out of the Burgh managed by Todd Ventresca.  Almost forgot to explain what my 7 COME 11 reference was, way back in the article's title, SEVEN WINS TO CHAMPIONSHIP ELEVEN! BABY! BABY GOT THE NEW SHOES COMIN"
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Northside     Hitmen
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Chicago     Champions
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Moline     Upperdeckers
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Three Rivers     Gamblers
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State Street     Sluggers
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0

23

80

27

34

0

4

.280

.540

.333

Walker, L.

100

306

62

84

16

2

17

46

37

62

0

12

.275

.507

.375

Walker, T

110

364

49

98

28

1

10

38

36

49

2

1

.269

.434

.337

Wright, D

155

571

90

165

59

0

25

99

116

95

10

6

.289

.524

.414

Young, M

159

627

99

159

31

4

31

103

66

81

3

2

.254

.464

.327

Pitchers

162

377

29

53

4

2

0

20

15

141

0

2

.141

.162

.178

Totals

162

5499

751

1344

347

22

187

733

594

1009

85

43

.244

.418

.323
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Baez, D

57

0

0

69 1/3

50

34

32

35

53

5

5

23

0

4.15

Benson, K

26

26

4

171 1/3

172

91

87

50

101

7

9

0

0

4.57

Blanton, J.

31

31

3

195 1/3

156

80

76

62

120

16

10

0

2

3.50

Bonderman, J.

20

20

5

139

129

80

71

56

109

6

7

0

1

4.60

Bush, D

20

19

3

125 1/3

105

60

52

31

80

7

9

0

1

3.73

Loaiza, E

32

32

6

210 2/3

176

86

72

54

150

15

10

0

2

3.08

Pineiro, J

36

0

0

94

107

56

54

29

53

3

0

2

0

5.17

Ray, C.

28

0

0

34

17

13

13

14

34

3

2

8

0

3.44

Sisco, A.

58

0

0

75 1/3

32

24

21

32

83

6

6

1

0

2.51

Tavarez, J.

47

0

0

58 2/3

29

16

13

11

43

5

1

2

0

1.99

Webb, B.

33

33

7

225 1/3

198

111

92

64

172

13

14

0

3

3.67

Wells, K

24

0

0

43

55

42

34

26

34

0

0

0

0

7.12

Wood, K

12

1

0

26 1/3

31

19

18

10

24

2

1

3

0

6.15

Totals

162

162

28

1467 2/3

1257

712

635

474

1056

88

74

39

9

3.89


 Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD                                                        ERROR          CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36                                               11-20          31-18          51-18

12-39          32-39          52-39                                               12-21          32-16          52-21
13-37          33-38          53-37                                               13-17          33-20          53-17
14-39          34-39          54-39                                               14-19          34-15          54-15
15-36          35-36          55-36                                               15-20          35-18          55-20
16-40          36-40          56-40                                               16-19          36-18          56-19
21-41          41-41          61-41                                               21-15          41-21          61-18
22-36          42-40          62-37                                               22-20          42-18          62-18
23-23          43-23          63-23                                               23-17          43-16          63-16
24-40          44-36          64-40                                               24-15          44-20          64-18
25-36          45-37          65-40                                               25-20          45-17          65-21
26-40          46-40          66-38                                               26-16          45-19          66-20

      Pitcher’s Hitting Card

11-   7-1     31- 13-6     51- 39-6

12- 25-7     32- 26-6     52- 27-6

13- 13-6     33-   8-1     53- 21-6

14- 30-6     34- 31-6     54- 32-6

15-   9-2     35- 13-6     55-   9-2

16- 28-6     36- 33-6     56- 34-7

21- 30-6     41- 24-6     61- 13-6

22-   8-1     42- 13-6     62- 13-6

23- 12-6     43- 29-6     63- 32-6

24- 13-6     44-   8-1     64- 13-6

25- 36-2     45- 14-6     65- 35-7

26- 13-6     46- 29-6     66-   0-1
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