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Presidents Corner;  September is the All-Star Convention.  Probably in Champaign.  Sep 9th is out how about the 16th or 23rd?  Let me know which is better for eveyone.
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HAVING A CELL OF A TIME

Life's been even better, if that's possible, since I discovered the ultimate shortcut, the El to the Cell.  No longer do I have to depend on getting a ride to the Southside to see the White Sox play baseball.  Now I just hop on the Brown Line, to the Red Line, get off at Sox/35th, and walk one block to the Cell.  I've really come to like this ballpark.  And I LOVE this team!  Surely they won the World Series in 2005, what's not to love, but it's more than that, it's about character too.  Last night I watched the Pale Hose lose a tough one 10-9 in 13 innings.  Even though we lost and I got rained on taking the El home in a midnight storm, this game illustrated the team's character as Chicago rebounded from a 9-1 hole, tying the game with their 3rd Grand Slam in as many days.  This time it was a 9th inning blast off the bat of Tadahito Iguchi (not good enough to make our league).  Another guy not good enough to make the IAL, but lights out in real life has been BIG BAD Bobby Jenks, who comes in to the tune of Boom by P.O.D.  Made just about every game in June, now headed to Pittsburgh where the White Sox will take on the Buccos and the Champions will do a little schedule jumping to battle the overachieving Gamblers.

Now let me tell you about a little overachieving of my own.  The Champions played Rob Moore's 1st place Highlanders in June.  Rocket Clemens won his 14th straight decision in game #1 4-1 over Mark Buehrle.  Neal Cotts won the second ballgame in relief over Roy Oswalt 9-6 as the Champs came back to score two runs in each of the last four innings.  A.J. Burnett for CC was overpowering, allowing only 2 singles, 3-0 over Bartolo Colon.  Lance Berkman hit a game winning homer in the 15th inning of game #4 to give Champ reliever Mike Koplove the win, Koplove handcuffed Highlander hitters by not allowing a run in 6 1/3 innings of work.  Greg Maddux won #298 to tie Roger at the top of the list 8-5 in the fifth game, Grady Sizemore with a single, triple, and a homer.  The Champs continued their winning ways beating Roger Clemens, who lost for his first time this season.  A.J. Burnett was the winner, he hit a longball, and Sizemore knocked two out in game six.  Through the first six the Champs had five wins with four to go.  Rob Moore got off the deck to win games #7 & #8 behind Oswalt 8-1 and Jon Garland 4-0 respectively.  The pitcher who was on the bump in game #1 was back out there in game #9, but this time Mark Buehrle won 5-2.  All five Champ runs scored on homers in this 5-2 win, three run longball by ARod and solos by Berkman & Castillo.  

Champs are now ten games up on .500.  GO CHAMPS GO!!!  LET'S GO WHITE SOX!!!  

Clemens and Maddux: 298 and Counting

Although they didn't face each other directly in June's Champions-Highlanders series, Greg Maddux and Roger Clemens each pitched two games, and each won one of them – keeping them tied at 298 career wins.

It was an ugly series for the Highlanders.  We couldn't generate any offense – Gary Sheffield and Adrian Beltre were the only two hitters to crack .240 on the series (.243 and .242 respectively).  Offense is this team's biggest issue.

Pitching wise, we did much better, with a 3.56 ERA, but it wasn't enough to offset the .192 batting average.  We dropped 6 of 9 to the Champs.

Clemens won game one, 4-1, but took his first loss of the year in game 6, losing 4-2.  He is now 13-1 with a 1.50 ERA.  Maddux won his first start 8-5, but lost in game eight, 4-0.

SLUGGER STATEMENTS


It’s June and the schedule said the Sluggers had to take on the Hitmen. After years of playing on the last day of the month, Chuck and I actually got together a week before the deadline! I took the usual route up to the Lucas household, and play started. 


We alternated wins through the first five games, thankfully I was one who got the three Ws. In my three wins, Chuck scored four runs. If it wasn’t for a six run eighth in game four, I might’ve had a 4-1 advantage. But Frenchy wanted no part of that as he belted a pinch-hit granny to cap off the come from behind victory. Mike Young did hit a walk off job in game three, his second solo dinger of the game. They accounted for both of our runs.


The Hitmen didn’t defend home field as we took the next three, giving us a 6-2 lead in the series. One thing about Chuck, when he’s down, he’ll do ANYTHING to win (just seeing if you’re reading this, Luke). He put on the craziest shift I’ve ever seen and it baffled our hitters. Tomo Ohka goose-egged us in the finale, but we were more than happy with our first ever 6-3 series win against the mighty Hitmen!! Even though we did win six games, the runs scored were split down the middle, Slugs 31, Hitmen 31.


We’re now 12 games over .500 for the first time in our history. We just keep waiting for the other shoe to drop!


Real life:


As of this writing, the American League is 97-56 in inter-league games. The National league hasn’t won a World Series game the last two years, and I think the All-Star games have been tilted too. With that being said, and as much as it pains me to say this, I think the Mets are going to take it all. They really did a nice job buying the right talent, and raising a few studs of their own. They have power, speed, starting pitching and a dominant closer. Their D is suspect, but I think the other factors will overcome that.


How about the HEAT! Wow! Is D Wade the man or what??? I loved how everybody had them written off after the first two games. Everyone, that is, except that goofy Woody guy on ESPN2 and myself(. I had to stay with them since they were my pre-season pick, and I also put a little more in the kitty at +140 to start the series.


How about those Canes!! Does anyone care? I think a couple people who read this do. Pre-season, the Canes were supposed to be battling the Blues for the worst team. Somehow, they came together and made one of the most impressive showings I remember. They picked up a few key players at the trade deadline, and finished off Chris (PLEASE COME BACK TO ST. LOUIS!!) Pronger and the Oilers in an amazing seven game series. Speaking of Chris Pronger, for some reason he has demanded a trade out of Edmonton. Pretty nice for a guy who was their glue and best player, eh? But, since he wants out, the Blues may as well make a pitch to get him back. When healthy, he’s as good as anyone I’ve ever seen.

……til next time 

WORLD CUP SOCCER

Not that I watched any of it, but…A friend of mine described soccer as “the metric system in short pants.” 

I thought the US was supposed to be “better” this year. Maybe not “better than other countries,” but at least “better than we usually are.” Guess not.

The finals were decided in a shoot-out. Is that like having Game Seven of the NBA Finals go into overtime and decided with a free-throw contest? Maybe I just “don’t get it.”

WORLD TRAVELER

The first nine days of July, I took a driving vacation to Nashville, Atlanta and Champaign. I spent the first four days with Angela Ruth and a bunch of her friends. Nashville‘s Fourth of July Fireworks Display rivals anything I‘ve seen anywhere, including New Years‘ Eve in the old New Orleans. We also saw the Nashville Sounds (GO BREWERS GO) lose to the Round Rock Express, in a cool AAA ballpark named Greer Field. Maybe named after the guy who was traded in Illowa for Todd Helton. Jermaine Clark got 3 hits for Nashville. Mark Johnson (remember him?) caught for the Sounds and got a hit. Chris Sampson moved to 10-1 for Round Rock (Astros’ farm team).

The fireworks continued the next night in Atlanta, as I added Turner Field (21 parks for me) to my list. Rain had caused postponement of the Braves’ Fireworks Display the night before. So I got an unexpected treat, following the Braves 14-4 win over the Cardinals. I bought my ticket in the parking lot from some Christmas Tree guy (the man was from North Carolina and sold Christmas Trees for a living) who was with his family and had an extra ticket. I wore my Saint Ambrose Bees hat, because my Angels hat is red and I feared that people would think I’m a Cardinal fan. Plus, I didn’t want to get called a “fag;” since Todd wasn’t there to defend my honor. Reminds me of a story: My roommate in college found out that his ex-girlfriend was screwing around. So he and a couple of other Bees went to her place. They waited until the “alternate boy-friend” came out. Then they knocked him around a little bit. She heard the commotion and came running out, yelling “What do you think YOU’RE doing.“ His response (a classic in my book): “I’m defending your honor…which is a HELL of a lot more than YOU ever did.“ 

On to Champaign, and more “fireworks.” But it was APBA-Variety, and it was TomN and his Thunder-Chickens who were setting them off. Details below.

Philosophic for a moment: Adult kids are really neat. One thing I think I’ve “done right” is my kids. Maybe it’s the ONLY thing I‘ve done right. And maybe it’s ENOUGH.  

JUNE PLAY

  Molly Putts went 7-11, which is, again, no way for the World Series winner to play. We went 4-5 against Marc and 3-6 against TomN. The Thunder-Chicken series wasn’t as close as the 3-6 result indicates….Vladimir got hurt sliding in Game Six against the UpperDeckers, and missed the last 12 ½ games of the month…Vizcaino is not the only still active 1997 Marauder not on my team. Marquis Grissom is somewhere in the league. And John Mabry is still in Major League Baseball....Team batting: .225; Team ERA: 4.23...The Marauders play the Bombers in a playoff rematch for July. 

For July, I wish everyone Good Luck. And GO ANGELS. The Halos are back in the race.

 DonS. 
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0
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11
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512
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123 2/3

83

52
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4
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3.78
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54

54
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55
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0

0

27 2/3

33
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17

5
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0
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5.53
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Northside     Hitmen
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43

34
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1
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Crosby, B

32
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2
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13

25
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38

25

40
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.334
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2
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21

27
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40
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8

20
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25
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0

.208
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Kearns, A.
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29

8

1

7

21

21

44
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.423

.315

Blalock, H

67
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44

8

0

4

22

28

51

0
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63

195
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4

0
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9

24

17

0
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4
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51
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4

0
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10

15
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51
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0
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Chicago     Champions
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.228

Morneau, J
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12

12

1

78

46

35

30

33

69

5

3

0

1

3.46

Burnett, A

15
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Moline     Upperdeckers
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76

10

25

3

0

2

10

3

5

0

0

.329

.447

.354

Castillo, L

66

216

28

59

6

6

1

15

29

30

5

0

.273

.370

.359

Mauer, J.

43

118

14

31

5

0

4

16

15

20

1

0

.263

.407

.346

Green, S
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14
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Three Rivers     Gamblers
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Bay, J.
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45
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37
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38
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17
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9

.226
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.308

Chavez, E.
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215

37
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39

23
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Dunn, A.
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41
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18
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31

62
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36
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7
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35
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.425
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0

8
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23
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0
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3
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3
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1
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.190

.207

.254
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23
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6
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State Street     Sluggers
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.348

Grissom, M

21

18

4

5

1

0

1

2

1

1

0

0

.278

.500

.316

Navarro, D.

16

48

8

13

2

0

2

6

8

3

0

0

.271

.438

.375

Gonzalez, LA

50

159

16

41

12

0

4

16

13

22

0

3

.258

.409

.326

Walker, T

52

177

20

45

12

1

5

19

11

28

1

1

.254

.418

.302

Beltran, C.

73

278

39

70

20

3

11

31

26

55

12

0

.252

.464

.316

Podsednik, S

61

232

33

58

23

0

1

25

28

43

16

0

.250

.362

.331

Young, M

77

290

43

68

9

3

16

47

42

32

1

0

.234

.452

.331

Burrell, P

73

261

41

54

9

1

15

45

49

63

0

0

.207

.421

.332

Pierzynski, A

64

230

18

45

9

0

6

25

8

46

0

5

.196

.313

.239

Pitchers

78

185

16

20

2

1

0

5

5

62

0

0

.108

.130

.132

Totals

78

2600

363

635

154

13

105

355

271

471

37

22

.244

.435

.321
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Tavarez, J.

20

0

0

20

9

4

4

4

14

1

1

2

0

1.80

Sisco, A.

28

0

0

32 1/3

14

9

7

12

35

3

2

0

0

1.95

Loaiza, E

16

16

4

111 2/3

101

52

42

22

67

8

5

0

1

3.38

Blanton, J.

15

15

3

105

76

43

40

33

76

9

6

0

2

3.43

Webb, B.

16

16

4

105

98

53

43

27

88

6

7

0

3

3.69

Bush, D

10

10

1

67 1/3

59

33

28

12

50

4

2

0

0

3.74

Baez, D

29

0

0

32 2/3

28

17

16

14

30

2

1

14

0

4.41

Bonderman, J.

10

10

2

68

64

43

37

25

58

3

3

0

0

4.90

Benson, K

11

11

1

74 2/3

77

43

42

18

53

4

4

0

0

5.06

Ray, C.

15

0

0

18

11

11

11

7

22

2

2

3

0

5.50

Pineiro, J

12

0

0

27

35

21

21

12

20

1

0

0

0

7.00

Wells, K

14

0

0

28

35

26

23

14

18

0

0

0

0

7.39

Wood, K

6

0

0

10 2/3

12

9

9

6

13

2

0

0

0

7.59

Totals

78

78

15

700 1/3

619

364

323

206

544

45

33

19

6

4.15


 Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD                                                        ERROR          CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36                                               11-20          31-18          51-18

12-39          32-39          52-39                                               12-21          32-16          52-21
13-37          33-38          53-37                                               13-17          33-20          53-17
14-39          34-39          54-39                                               14-19          34-15          54-15
15-36          35-36          55-36                                               15-20          35-18          55-20
16-40          36-40          56-40                                               16-19          36-18          56-19
21-41          41-41          64-41                                               21-15          41-21          61-18
22-36          42-40          62-37                                               22-20          42-18          62-18
23-23          43-23          63-23                                               23-17          43-16          63-16
24-40          44-36          64-40                                               24-15          44-20          64-18
25-36          45-37          65-40                                               25-20          45-17          65-21
26-40          46-40          66-38                                               26-16          45-19          66-20

      Pitcher’s Hitting Card

11-   7-1     31- 13-6     51- 39-6

12- 25-7     32- 26-6     52- 27-6

13- 13-6     33-   8-1     53- 21-6

14- 30-6     34- 31-6     54- 32-6

15-   9-2     35- 13-6     55-   9-2

16- 28-6     36- 33-6     56- 34-7

21- 30-6     41- 24-6     61- 13-6

22-   8-1     42- 13-6     62- 13-6

23- 12-6     43- 29-6     63- 32-6

24- 13-6     44-   8-1     64- 13-6

25- 36-2     45- 14-6     65- 35-7

26- 13-6     46- 29-6     66-   0-1
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