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Presidents Corner;  Watch those limits as this season comes to an end.  We have a proposed date of March 17th for our draft weekend.  I need everyone to reply via E-Mail if this weekend is good or not.
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Three Rivers Gamblers


In June the Gamblers got humiliated by the Champions.  We couldn’t hit, pitch, run or field.  We even got no-hitted.  We had something to prove this series not only to the Champions but to ourselves.  We needed to prove that we were indeed contenders and not pretenders.


The Gamblers came out swinging taking the first two games.  The second was won in dramatic fashion.  Three Rivers was down two going to the bottom of the ninth with the Champion closer Valverde on the hill.  Craig Biggio got things going with a double.  Then Greg Zahn hit a two-run pinch hit homer to tie the game and Tino Martinez followed with a game winning shot.  The Champions roared back to take the next two.  Game 4 was a 14 inning back and forth thriller that the Gamblers let slip away by twice losing the lead and in the late innings leaving men on 1st and 2nd with one out 4 consecutive innings.  The Champs grabbed the lead in the 12th but the Gamblers tied it with another pinch hit homer from Zaun.  But alas, the Champs scored in the 14th and Jesus Colome retired the Gamblers in order for the win.  Colome went 7 innings in relief dancing in and out of trouble.  He allowed 10 baserunners but the Gamblers just couldn’t capitalize.  In game 5 manager Ventresca trotted out the crafty veteran “Woody” Rueter.  Woody continued to dazzle his opposition gaining the complete game victory scattering 6 hits and allowing just two runs.  Rueter is now 15-9 with a 3.67 ERA.  I’m sure Clemens is a runaway for the Cy Young but when you consider that Rueter is a DR his season is more amazing, at least in his manager’s eyes.  Oh, and the hit that got things going for the Gamblers in this game – another homer by Greg Zaun.  The Gamblers took games 6 and 7 and then cooled off as the Champs battled back to take the last two.  The Gamblers win the series 5-4 and are now 80-64 with the Hitmen and Highlanders as their last two opponents.


With things as tight as they are there is no room for error.  We need to continue to pitch well and get clutch hitting.  Jason Bay emerged from his season long slump and had a nice series against the Champs.  Hopefully, he’s found his stroke and can carry us down the stretch.

Later,

Todd
Marauders
  Molly Putts Marauders went 6-3 against the East Moline Bombers to put the W-L record through November at 65-79. The Boys remain in 9th place, but moving up on East Moline and the UpperDeckers. With 18 to play, we are 2 ½ behind Mike and 5 behind Marc. 

  Molly Putts won Games 2, 3, 5, 7, 8 and 9. Felix pitched 17 innings, winning twice and giving up 6 hits and 3 runs. Billy Wagner won two and saved two. The Bombers scored 4 runs in 28 innings batted from the seventh inning on. Those 4 runs were in a game that East Moline won, 16-1. We rolled the good dice late in games.

  In major league baseball, a rumored Angel trade was Ervin Santana and Chone Figgins to the White Sox for Freddie Garcia and Joe Crede. I went back and forth on that one. It fell apart when Kenny Williams resigned Scott Podsednik, then decided he would rather have Gavin Floyd from the Phillies. Once Aramis Ramirez resigned with the Cubs, I would have been fine with Crede. I’m also fine NOT doing the deal. LAA added reliever Justin Speier and center fielder Little Sarge. Adam Kennedy left to rejoin the Cardinals, so Howie Kendrick will likely play only 2B next year. I think he might “Come Marching Home” with a Johnny Ray-type career. I look forward to watching it unfold. 

  They still should add another hitter. If Kendry Morales can speed up his bat, the solution might come from within. I’m apprehensive about playing Figgins full-time at 3B and we have to find a Major League catcher. Or develop one. On the positive side, the Halos seem to be one of the few teams that doesn’t have Pitching Problems. I look forward to 2007 in anticipation of Good, Good, Good, Good Things.

  Happy Holidays to all and good luck to all in December games.

 DonS.

CHAMPS: 17 UP WITH 9 TO GO

The Champs are 17 games over .500 with nine games to go against the Sluggers, after dropping a series against Three Rivers 5-4.  It was the 3rd straight 5-4 series loss for Chicago.  Like I said last month, it looks like the Thunderchickens will take first place, then it's a pretty much anybody's ballgame with the Highlanders, Gamblers, Champions, & Sluggers battling for the remaining three playoff slots.  While the Champs have already played three quarters of their remaing schedule, the other teams in the playoff picture still have a lot of very important games still to go.  The Eastern Division is a like a bunch of Heavyweight fighters going toe to toe.  One thing's for certain, the playoff race is a real barn burner and should come down to the final games of the year.  After playing 57 games in about two months time, the Champs are off till January.  And we sure could use some rest as our limits have really taken a beating.  So here's wishing everybody a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, & a Happy New Year!

After next weekend I'm going out west for the Arizona Fall League.  I'm really looking forward to watching the prospects hone their skills in the Phoenix area.  I'll be staying at my friend Lora's place, flying for free, and the tickets aren't much at all.  So it's a no brainer to get out of the gloom of the Midwest into the sunshine of Arizona.  Before heading back to Chicago, I'm going to make a detour to Las Vegas.  It'll be the first time for me in about two years, I used to go there every year, and sometimes as many as three times in one year.  I'm staying at the Flamingo and looking forward to seeing the Beatles Cirque show at the Mirage.

The Chicago Bulls opened their season with a resounding win over the defending Champion Miami Heat, but then dropped their next two games to Orlando & Sacramento, respectively.  They got blown out in the 2nd end of a back-to-back against the Magic, but never should've lost their home opener against the Kings.  Twice down the stretch the Bulls had trouble getting the ball in bounds with the game on the line, while the Kings not only got the ball in bounds with ease, but they also were able to get the shot off they wanted.  Mike Bibby hit a very clutch three pointer in the Kings win.  After the opener Rick Telander joked he had predicted the Bulls would win 55, but now wanted to amend that to a possible 82 wins.  After watching the Bulls in preseason I'd thought we'd win 55+, but now I'm not so sure.  Scott Skiles wears his underwear too tight, is too anal, and a control freak.  At least three guys were in Scott's home opener dog house, while his team isn't fundamentally sound.  I was pleased to see the Bulls keep 5'10" point guard Andre Barrett, cuz the team is very heavy on forwards, now their going to have to get him active.  They only have two guards Kirk Hinrich & Chris Duhon who can handle the ball.

Why aren't I $1,000 richer?  Didn't everybody know the Bears were going to come out smoking against the 49ers?  I mean after lucking into a win on the road against Arizona in a game they were outplayed with the exception of three plays and coming off a bye week.  I'm sure the coaching staff kicked these guys all over the place in practice, getting them ready for some football.  The spread was only 16 points, what were the bookies thinking?  I know the job of bookies is to balance the bets so the same number of people bet on each team, so what was I thinking?  And here I am again sitting with my finger up my butt, hard to type that way, with the Bears getting ready to kick some Dolphin tail tomorrow.

Here's a little about the Three Rivers series.  Jason Bay was Mr. Clutch!  Derek Jeter couldn't buy a hit.  Gregg Zaun was Babe Ruth (did you see his 2nd column?, only five away from Javy's 66-1).  Dontrelle Willis almost tossed a perfect game, but did win both starts.  And Kirk Rueter soft tossed his way to a win over the Champs, 13-8 with an ERA below 4.00 for a D R starter, AMAZING!  On our side of the ball Grady Sizemore & Victor Martinez had BIG series!  And the Champions picked themselves off the mat to win the final two games to avoid a total collapse and salvage a 5-4 series loss.  This series was played over the phone because Todd hurt his back, the Pens were out of town, and there's no more Hot Coco in Pittsburgh.  Looking forward to going to the Burgh again next summer as the White Sox are scheduled to play the Buccos there in 2007.

Congrats to the World Champion St. Louis Cardinals, Tony LaRussa, & Dave Duncan!  Those guys are magicians!  Angel reject David Eckstein was the Series MVP and another Halo reject, Jeff Weaver, won the deciding game.  And then there's Preston Wilson, getting picked off the scrap pile after the Stros let him go.  Not to mention the fact their closer Jason Isringhausen was on the shelf.  Wow!  The Cardinals FINALLY avenged their 1968 Series loss to Motown, the first Series I watched.  Never in a million years did I think the Cardinals would win.  Did anybody pick the Cardinals over the Tigers at the breakfast table in Mahomet?  I picked the Twinkies (the 1st team eliminated), so what do I know?  Shut up all you wise guys out there!  

Chicago     Highlanders
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Northside     Hitmen
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Moline     Upperdeckers
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Three Rivers     Gamblers
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State Street     Sluggers
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0

22

84

103

77

9

4

.293

.535

.421

Sweeney, M

98

344

56

96

27

0

20

67

25

29

0

3

.279

.532

.333

Howard, R.

68

218

31

60

12

4

12

40

26

57

1

1

.275

.532

.355

Walker, T

90

298

39

80

19

1

8

32

26

43

1

1

.268

.419

.329

Young, M

133

522

82

134

26

4

27

89

59

69

2

1

.257

.477

.333

Gonzalez, LA

100

336

32

86

24

0

4

40

20

53

3

3

.256

.363

.304

Beltran, C.

124

463

64

111

35

3

15

56

47

97

18

0

.240

.425

.310

Podsednik, S

103

394

56

93

33

0

1

31

42

65

32

1

.236

.327

.311

Burrell, P

126

452

69

95

16

4

22

71

89

98

0

1

.210

.409

.341

Pierzynski, A

101

369

30

73

15

0

10

40

11

70

1

7

.198

.320

.235

Grissom, M

36

33

4

5

1

0

1

2

1

1

0

0

.152

.273

.176

Pitchers

135

322

27

44

4

2

0

18

13

117

0

0

.137

.161

.170

Totals

135

4602

641

1129

286

21

160

631

509

838

68

32

.245

.421

.325
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Tavarez, J.

35

0

0

43 1/3

14

6

5

8

32

3

1

2

0

1.04

Sisco, A.

46

0

0

55

24

15

12

22

57

4

5

1

0

1.96

Loaiza, E

27

27

6

180

157

76

63

47

124

13

8

0

2

3.15

Blanton, J.

26

26

3

167

127

67

64

50

103

14

8

0

2

3.45

Ray, C.

22

0

0

28

14

11

11

11

29

3

2

4

0

3.54

Webb, B.

27

27

7

181 2/3

169

98

82

52

140

10

13

0

3

4.06

Bush, D

16

15

2

99 1/3

87

50

45

25

63

5

7

0

0

4.08

Baez, D

45

0

0

54 1/3

43

28

26

30

44

5

4

18

0

4.31

Bonderman, J.

19

19

5

132

126

76

67

50

109

6

6

0

1

4.57

Benson, K

21

21

3

142 2/3

143

80

76

40

88

5

8

0

0

4.79

Pineiro, J

29

0

0

81 2/3

90

48

45

26

48

3

0

1

0

4.96

Wood, K

11

0

0

22 1/3

24

15

15

8

21

2

0

3

0

6.05

Wells, K

22

0

0

41

55

42

34

25

33

0

0

0

0

7.46

Totals

135

135

26

1228 1/3

1073

612

545

394

891

73

62

29

8

3.99


Use this chart when Hitting and Running and the play result is a 14.  The runner on First

Must have a first column 11.  With both first base and third base occupied the runner

On first must have a first column 11.  Roll one dice and consult the following chart.

	Dice
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher
	Catcher

	Roll
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	1
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out
	Out

	2
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out
	Out

	3
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Out

	4
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	5
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe

	6
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe
	Safe


UNUSUAL     PLAY     CARD                                                        ERROR          CARD

11-38          31-37          51-36                                               11-20          31-18          51-18

12-39          32-39          52-39                                               12-21          32-16          52-21
13-37          33-38          53-37                                               13-17          33-20          53-17
14-39          34-39          54-39                                               14-19          34-15          54-15
15-36          35-36          55-36                                               15-20          35-18          55-20
16-40          36-40          56-40                                               16-19          36-18          56-19
21-41          41-41          64-41                                               21-15          41-21          61-18
22-36          42-40          62-37                                               22-20          42-18          62-18
23-23          43-23          63-23                                               23-17          43-16          63-16
24-40          44-36          64-40                                               24-15          44-20          64-18
25-36          45-37          65-40                                               25-20          45-17          65-21
26-40          46-40          66-38                                               26-16          45-19          66-20

      Pitcher’s Hitting Card

11-   7-1     31- 13-6     51- 39-6

12- 25-7     32- 26-6     52- 27-6

13- 13-6     33-   8-1     53- 21-6

14- 30-6     34- 31-6     54- 32-6

15-   9-2     35- 13-6     55-   9-2

16- 28-6     36- 33-6     56- 34-7

21- 30-6     41- 24-6     61- 13-6

22-   8-1     42- 13-6     62- 13-6

23- 12-6     43- 29-6     63- 32-6

24- 13-6     44-   8-1     64- 13-6

25- 36-2     45- 14-6     65- 35-7

26- 13-6     46- 29-6     66-   0-1
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